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Shane Wells

From: Eileen Harwood

Sent: Thursday, 14 June 2018 2:54 PM

To: GSBC planning

Cc: David Metcalf

Subject: FW: Submission: Cambria Green Specific Area Plan

Categories: Purple Category, Rep printed

 

 

From: East Coast Alliance <ecatassie@gmail.com>  

Sent: Thursday, 14 June 2018 1:01 PM 

To: GSBC Admin <admin@freycinet.tas.gov.au> 

Subject: Submission: Cambria Green Specific Area Plan 

 

Dear General Manager 

 

Please find below a Cambria Green SAP submission forwarded via the East Coast Alliance.  

 

Please acknowledge receipt. 

 

Regards 

 

Jennie Churchill 

ECA 

 

 

 

Begin forwarded message: 

 

From: Squarespace  

Subject: Form Submission - New Form - Submission: Cambria Green Specific Area 

Plan 
Date: 14 June 2018 at 11:43:18 am AEST 

To:  

Reply-To:  

 

Name: Helen Kershaw  

Address:   

Email Address:   

Subject: Submission: Cambria Green Specific Area Plan  

Message: To the General Manager, Glamorgan Spring Bay Council, 

 

I wish to make a submission regarding the Cambria Green Specific Area Plan (SAP) and the 

rezoning and planning amendments it seeks on 3,185 hectares of land around Swansea, 
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Cambria and Dolphin Sands. 

 

I am concerned about the impact this development – one of the largest ever proposed for East 

Coast Tasmania – will have on the local community, local businesses, farmland and 

beautiful, unspoiled coastal environment and wildlife. 

 

Glamorgan Spring Bay Council: I am concerned that, if the SAP is approved, Glamorgan 

Spring Bay Council (GSBC) with have little control and right of refusal over any future 

development applications submitted from Cambria Green Agriculture and Tourism Pty Ltd. I 

also understand that Cambria Green Agricultural and Tourism Management Pty Ltd has no 

obligation to implement any of what is “suggested” in the Masterplan ‘Concept’. 

 

I was alarmed to learn that GSBC Councillors had only four (4) days to read and understand 

hundreds of pages of complex reports, and yet at the council meeting on 24 April 2018, a 

motion to defer to allow more time was defeated and the SAP process was approved. My 

question is: would it not have been better for councillors to have more time to enable a more 

considered decision, especially given the enormity of this proposal, and its possible impact 

and ramifications on the community and environment? 

 

A community swamped by uncertain and inappropriate development: Swansea and its 

surrounding small communities are much loved by residents and visitors alike. People come 

here to experience untouched nature, discover rare migrating shorebirds and other wildlife, 

visit local wineries, galleries, museums and cafes. Cambria Green’s vision is to create an 

independent stand-alone commercial centre outside of the existing commercial centre of 

Swansea, to build over 550 units of tourist accommodation – including near highly sensitive 

environments along the Meredith and Swan Rivers – and construct a 27-hole golf course with 

accommodation close to Moulting Lagoon, an internationally-renowned RAMSAR wetland 

and critical habitat for numerous bird species. 

 

Loss of agricultural land and water supply: I am also concerned about the rezoning and 

resumption of large areas of significant agricultural land to allow for a massive, 

inappropriately-scaled tourist resort. The East Coast of Tasmania does not have a high 

rainfall. I understand the developers have purchased water from the irrigation scheme – 

established for agricultural use, not tourism. What guarantees will residents have that their 

precious Dolphin Sands aquifer will not be drained to maintain a 140-hectare golf course? 

And where will the potable water come from to supply the tourist accommodation? 

 

Building regulations: I understand the SAP rezoning would allow changes to building 

heights, set-backs and open the way for subdivision. Heights would increase from 5 metres 

on Dolphin Sands Road and 8.5 metres/2 storeys in Cambria to 12 metres/4 storeys on most 

development precincts, including the golf course. The SAP would allow any building, 

including tourist accommodation, to be within 5 metres of a boundary (currently setbacks 

vary from 20 to 50 metres in the areas proposed for development). The SAP would allow, in 

some areas, subdivision into much smaller blocks than is currently permitted. 

 

Airstrip and traffic: The Cambria Green developer has stated publicly up to 20 flights per day 

would be possible when the small airstrip is upgraded, currently located near Cambria 

residences. This would lead to an unacceptable intensification of air traffic and noise 

pollution impacting not only the neighbouring Cambria and Dolphin Sands communities but 

also its wonderful but often vulnerable wildlife. Traffic servicing the hundreds of 

accommodation units would also increase dramatically, heightening risk for both people and 

wildlife, whilst putting even more stress on an already poorly maintained road. 

 

Environmental concerns: The unspoilt nature of East Coast Tasmania is a major drawcard for 
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both Australian and international visitors. Much of this environment, including the plants, 

animals and birds that call it home is sensitive, with many species listed by government as 

vulnerable and threatened. Do we really want to destroy the very reason people come here to 

visit and live by allowing an over-scale, unreasonable and unsustainable development to 

overwhelm a unique and special part of the world? 

 

I urge the Glamorgan Spring Bay Council and the Tasmanian Planning Commission to 

consider the inappropriate scale of this development and the impact it will have on the 

Swansea community and pristine coastal environment if the SAP is approved. Please reject 

the Cambria Green Specific Area Plan. 

 

Thank you for reviewing my submission. 

 

You’re sincerely  

 

Helen  

(Sent via  ) 

 




