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Macquarie Point Multipurpose Stadium 
Public Hearing Technical Note 

 
Technical Note Number  3 

Subject Precinct Plan  

Date 29 June 2025 
 
1. Background 

1.1 On 25 June 2025, during the course of the Proponent opening its case, the Proponent described 
the Mac Point Precinct Plan August 2024 (Plan) which is the Site Master Plan (SMP) for the purpose 
of s 37 of the Macquarie Point Development Corporation Act 2012 (Tas) (MPDC Act). The 
Proponent undertook to set out some details in writing. 

1.2 This Technical Note 3 responds to the issues raised in the following manner: 

(a) identifying relevant provisions of the MPDC Act; 

(b) analysing s 37 of the MPDC Act;  

(c) establishing the framework surrounding the SMP; and  

(d) treatment of the Plan as a SMP. 

2. MPDC Act 

2.1 The MPDC Act establishes the Macquarie Point Development Corporation (Corporation), the 
principal objectives of which, at s 6, relevantly include:  

 

2.2 These objectives are reinforced by s 7 of the MPDC Act which sets out the functions of the 
Corporation. 

2.3 Beyond these objectives and functions, and establishing the Corporation as a legal entity, the 
MPDC Act contains provisions in relation to: 

(a) staff of the Corporation; 

(b) to plan, facilitate and manage the redevelopment of the site so as to ensure 

that the site – 

(i) is redeveloped as a vibrant and active area, with a mix of uses, 

that connects with and complements adjacent areas within 

Hobart; and 

(ii) encourages inner-city living; and 

(iia) encourages pedestrian and bicycle traffic; and 

(iib) allows for public transport; and 

(iic) provides for public open space; and 

(iii) is redeveloped so as to deliver sustainable social and economic 

benefits to Hobart; and 

(iv) is redeveloped in accordance with sound planning, urban design 

and environmental principles; and 
 

(ba) to plan, facilitate and manage temporary and longer-term use of the site;  
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(b) powers and duties of the Directors and Staff; and 

(c) Directions, Plans, Property Instruments and Remediation. 

2.4 It is clear from these purposes that the establishment of the Corporation is an organisational step 
to allocate responsibility for the delivery of substantial change to the development and land use of 
the precinct. 

3. Section 37 of the MPDC Act 

3.1 Section 37 of the MPDC Act provides: 

(1)   After consulting with the Board, the Minister, by notice in writing to the Board, may direct 
the Board to prepare a site master plan in respect of the site. 

 
(2)   The site master plan is to include the following: 

(a)  a framework for the redevelopment of the site in accordance with the principal 
objectives of the Corporation; 

(b)  the major strategies the Board intends to use to facilitate the redevelopment of 
the site in accordance with that framework and the principal objectives of 
the Corporation. 

 
(3)   The Board is to provide a copy of the site master plan to the Minister for approval. 
 
(4)   The Minister may – 

(a)  approve the site master plan; or 
(b)  require the Board to amend the site master plan before approving it. 
 

(5)   The Board may prepare an amendment of the site master plan at any time. 
 
(6)   An amendment of the site master plan may take the form of a replacement site master 

plan. 
 
(7)   An amendment of the site master plan takes effect when the Minister approves the 

amendment. 
 
(8)   Except where the Minister otherwise approves, the Corporation must act in accordance 

with the site master plan for the time being in existence. 
 

3.2 'Site master plan' is relevantly defined to mean 'the site master plan prepared under section 37'. 

3.3 'Site' is defined to mean: 

(a)  the Macquarie Point land; and 
(b)  any Crown land, in proximity to the Macquarie Point land, that is transferred by the 

Minister to the Corporation for the purposes of this Act; and 
(c)  any land, in proximity to the Macquarie Point land, purchased by the Corporation for the 

purposes of this Act with the written approval of the Minister. 
 

4. Section 20 of the State Policies and Projects Act 1993 (SPP Act) 

4.1 Section 20 of the SPP Act includes: 

(1) Where an order under section 18(2) has been made, the Minister must give a written 
direction to the Commission to undertake an integrated assessment of the project of State 
significance, and the Commission must undertake an integrated assessment in 
accordance with the direction. 

4.2 The Ministerial Direction issued under s 20 of the SPP Act requires that  

“…the Commission is to specifically consider the extent to which the project: 

• is consistent with and supports the urban renewal of the Macquarie Point site (as defined 
in the Macquarie Point Development Corporation Act 2012) as provided for in the Mac 
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Point Precinct Plan prepared by the Macquarie Point Development Corporation 
established under section 5 of that Act…” 

4.3 It is noted here that this Direction must be read in addition to the unstated but critical obligation 
that the TPC must provide its advice according to law. 

4.4 Read together, the following prerequisites emerge in relation to the SMP: 

(a) the Minister must direct the Board of the Corporation to prepare the SMP in respect of the 
site; 

(b) the SMP must include, but is not confined to, the matters set out in s 37(2);  

(c) the Minister must approve the SMP pursuant to s 37(4); and 

(d) in its integrated assessment, the Panel is to consider the extent to which the project is 
consistent with that SMP. 

4.5 If a plan satisfies these requirements, irrespective of what it is called, it will be SMP for the 
purpose of the MPDC Act. 

4.6 Under s 37(8) of the MPDC Act, the Corporation is then required to 'act in accordance with the 
site master plan for the time being in existence'. 

5. Precinct Plan 

5.1 On 9 May 2023, the Hon Guy Barnett MP, Minister for State Development, Construction and 
Housing (Minister for State Development), being the then Minister responsible for the MPDC 
Act1 directed the Board of the Corporation, 'to develop a refreshed site plan, to be known as a 
Precinct Plan, under section 37' of the MPDC Act (Attachment 1). 

5.2 Subsequently, the Corporation established a project steering committee which oversaw the 
development of the Plan. 

5.3 The Plan included: 

(a) a framework for the redevelopment of the site in accordance with the principal objectives 
of the Corporation; and 

(b)  the major strategies the Board intends to use to facilitate the redevelopment of the site in 
accordance with that framework and the principal objectives of the Corporation. 

5.4 The Plan was approved by the then Minister for Sports and Events on 3 September 2024 
(Attachment 2). Recommendations 4 and 6 of that approval clarify that the Plan was approved as 
a SMP under section 37 of the MPDC Act. 

5.5 In these circumstances, the Plan satisfies the requirements for being the SMP for the purpose of 
the MPDC Act, namely: 

(a) there was a direction from the Minister responsible for the MPDC to prepare the Plan; 

(b) the Plan includes: 

(i) a framework for the redevelopment of the site in accordance with the principal 
objectives of the Corporation; and 

(ii) the major strategies the Board intends to use to facilitate the redevelopment of 
the site in accordance with that framework and the principal objectives of 
the Corporation; and 

(c) the Plan was approved by the Minister specifically under s 37 of the MPDC Act. 

 

 
1 In accordance with Part 25 of the Administrative Arrangements Order 2023 (now rescinded).  
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6. The Plan is the SMP 

6.1 In support of the above analysis, it is clear that the Plan has been accepted as the SMP approved 
under the MPDC Act.  

6.2 By letter 3 September 2024, the Hon Nic Street MP, the Minister for Sports and Events provided 
the Hon Catherine King MP, the Commonwealth Minister for Infrastructure, Transport, Regional 
Development and Local Government with an update in respect of the Macquarie Point Precinct. 
This letter attached the Plan and referred to it as 'a Site Master Plan for the purposes of the 
Macquarie Point Development Corporation Act 2012.' (Attachment 3). 

6.3 In circumstances in which the SMP has been approved by the Minister and the Corporation is 
under a statutory duty to act in accordance with the SMP, it would be anomalous for an 
amendment to the relevant planning scheme not to be sought to align it with the SMP, otherwise 
the Corporation would encounter the predicament of having to act in accordance with the SMP, 
while there were inconsistencies to achieving this outcome in the planning scheme. 

6.4 While the power for the Corporation under s 39G of the MPDC Act is not available in this instance, 
because it has previously been utilised, there is no impediment to an amendment proceeding 
under the 'usual process'. 

6.5 In the present instance, there is no need for an amendment, because the process under the SPP 
Act both 'turns off' the planning scheme during its assessment and requires that the Tasmanian 
Planning Commission amend a planning scheme to remove any inconsistency between the 
scheme and the Order. It is noted that the Precinct Plan specifically refers to this process in 
respect of the Stadium. 

7. Status of the Precinct Plan 

7.1 Parliament has provided the authority to the Minister to declare a new vision for Macquarie Point 
through the development of a SMP. Through this mechanism, a new vision has been authorised 
for the site that includes, in stage 1, the construction of a Multipurpose Stadium. 

7.2 The combined authority of the MPDC Act and SPP Act, in particular, the requirements of the 
Ministerial Direction, lead to the position that the Commission’s task in undertaking its integrated 
assessment is not to decide whether a stadium should feature in the vision for this site. Rather, its 
task is to consider whether the stadium proposed delivers on the extant vision having regard to 
the environmental, social, economic and community issues relevant to the project. 

7.3 There is no reasonable or rational basis for the Commission, in providing its advice, to avoid the 
status of the Precinct Plan, or its implications for the scope of advice sought. 
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