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TO TASMANIAN PLANNING COMMISSION 
 
Dear Delegates, 
 
RE: CAMBRIA GREEN DEVELOPMENT 
 
My name is Anthony Houston I am co-founder and director of Houston’s Farm.   
Houston’s Farm is a Tasmanian based company which is now one of the largest Salad 
Production enterprises in Australia, growing and processing 4,500 tonnes of salad products 
a year supplying 1200 supermarkets nationally. 
 
I was very concerned to learn that a large tract of agricultural land on the east coast of 
Tasmania had been sold for the development of a large scale tourist resort.   
 
As outlined below, my main concerns centre on the critical importance of conserving 
Tasmania’s remaining arable land for agriculture and the enormous potential that land can 
deliver through this island state’s unique cool and stable climate.  The East Coast is already 
recognised as one of the best wine and walnut production regions in the state, with large 
mainland wineries increasingly looking to Tasmania as their future base. The new Swan 
River Irrigation Scheme has the potential to enable the same significant growth in food and 
wine production and small business revenue and high employment experienced in similar 
regions such as the Coal River Valley. 
 
Success from water and a cool dry climate 
 
Rather than talk about the farm in question I thought it best to talk about the success of my 
company and others in Southeast Tasmania, an area which has very similar soils and climate 
to the East Coast of Tasmania. 
 
Our family started egg production in 1970 on our 80ha property at Cambridge.  Over the 
next 20 years we built the business to a 24,000 bird operation with annual revenue of $1M.  
 
In 1989 the State Government built the Craigbourne dam at the head waters of the Coal 
River Valley and developed an irrigation system that ended on our property at Cambridge.  
Realising the opportunity that water could bring, the family began growing lettuce for the 
Hobart market.  The Coal Valley, being a particularly dry region, was an advantage in 
growing lettuce as with irrigation we could control exactly the right amount of water for the 
crop.  This advantage allowed us to grow the business so within 5 years we were supplying 
lettuce state-wide. 
 
In 1995 we diversified into herbs and started producing salads (mixed lettuce and herbs) for 
supermarkets. We were so successful that in 2002, Woolworths encouraged us to supply 
their supermarkets on the mainland. Houston’s Farm now has a strong reputation nationally 
as a company that delivers reliable supply of a high quality product. 
 

http://www.houstonsfarm.com.au/
https://www.tasmanianirrigation.com.au/schemes/swan-valley
https://www.tasmanianirrigation.com.au/schemes/swan-valley
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From humble beginnings the company today has revenue of $65M pa employing 
300 people with farms in the Coal Valley and Forcett and processing facilities at 
Cambridge and in Brisbane.  
 
Our success is an example of what can happen if you add water to land that has relatively 
poor soil but a unique cool, dry and stable climate. 
 
There are many other stories of success in the Coal River Valley, including cherries, apricots, 
viticulture, turf production and vegetable seed production.   
 
From the success of these agricultural enterprises came the value adding of products, the 
larger being Wine Making Tas, Houston’s Farm and StrathAyre Turf, and many small to 
medium size enterprises such as cheese making, boutique lamb production, cider 
production and Cellar Doors.  Restaurants such as Frogmore, Coal Valley Vineyard and Coal 
River Farm, along with small scale farm tourism enterprises, have also been established in 
the region. 
 
All this success was built on the back of adding water to a valley with a cool dry 
climate.  Before water the total revenue of the Coal River Valley was around $1.5M 
pa, made up of mainly wool, turf and egg production. Now the region has an 
annual revenue of well in excess of $100M with employment approaching 1000 
full-time equivalents (FTE). 
 
Irrigation background and potential 
 
Where there is water there are jobs. Typically the types of enterprises that have 
sprung out of the expansion in water infrastructure have a very high level of 
employment compared to the traditional broad acre grazing. 
 
In 2008 the State Government commissioned a study headed up by Jonathon West:  ‘An 
Innovation Strategy for Tasmania: A new vision for economic development: conceptual 
overview and options outline, 2009, Jonathan West, Australian Innovation Research Centre ’.   
 
West used the Coal River Valley as a case study, and investigated what stimulated 
innovation and what triggered success. He concluded that simply adding water to arable 
land was the trigger, and if water was added to other regions across the state innovation 
would follow, and it would not only be a significant boost to the agricultural industry but the 
flow on effect would be a game changer for the state’s economy.   
 
From his recommendations the former Labour Government implemented an aggressive plan 
to build irrigation schemes throughout the state.  The current Liberal Government 
acknowledged the success of the strategy, embraced it, and continued rolling out new 
schemes with more planned for the future.  It is worth noting that every irrigation scheme 
proposed and built by Tasmanian Irrigation has been supported by all sides of politics, local 
communities, indigenous communities and environmental groups.  
 

http://apo.org.au/node/146156
http://apo.org.au/node/146156
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The total investment in irrigation in the state over the last 15 years is now approaching 
$1billion, made up of funds from Federal and State Governments and Tasmanian farmers. 
 
The initial stage of the South East Irrigation scheme had a water right of 2,000 Mega litres.  
Over the last 30 years that has expanded fivefold to 10,600ML with plans currently in place 
to increase it further.   
 
Four years ago Tasmanian Irrigation expanded the South East Irrigation Scheme to include 
the Sorell and Forcett area.  In the Forcett area alone in the last four years over $17M has 
been invested in current horticulture and viticulture developments adding a further $12M in 
revenue when in full production. Many further agricultural developments are in the pipeline 
including a large-scale berry operation at Orielton. 
 
East Coast agricultural potential 
 
The recently developed Swan River Irrigation Scheme is just the first stage for that region.  
Tas Irrigation has confirmed there is plenty of scope to increase water infrastructure on the 
east coast and will do so as the demand in the region increases.   
 
The East Coast, like the South East, has a unique climate, the soils are similar, the farmers 
are innovative, and they now have a reliable source of water.  There is no reason this region 
won’t follow the success of the South East.  
 
The East Coast is now proven to be one of the best wine and walnut production regions in 
the state.  Mainland growers feeling the pressure from climate change are looking for land 
in cooler climates, and they’re looking to Tasmania. Tas Irrigation is now getting a fantastic 
amount of interest from these large mainland wineries for land in Tasmania, with special 
interest in the South East and East coast. Brown Brothers is already well-established on the 
East Coast. 
 
The South East has proven over the last 30 years that arable land that was once deemed 
very poor could, by just adding water, end up being the showcase for the Agricultural 
Industry in Tasmania.  
 
By 2025 the total revenue from the irrigation area in the South East should exceed 
$150M pa employing over 1500 FTE’s.  
 
I have touched on just a few of the success stories in the South East but I’ve done so to 
demonstrate what can be achieved in Tasmania.  
 
Tasmania’s agricultural potential 
 
Tasmania has 2% of Australia’s land mass but 13% of the water.  We have an abundance of 
water but very little arable land so this precious resource must be conserved. 
 

https://www.tasmanianirrigation.com.au/schemes/swan-valley
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Much of Australia’s agriculture is on the fringe of economic viability.  As extreme weather 
events increase due to climate change, some farming land will become unviable placing 
further pressure on Australia’s agricultural productivity and arable land resource.   
 
The Murray Darling Basin is in crisis; some rivers are close to dying, partly due to the over 
allocation of water for irrigation and partly due to drought, there are arguments for and 
against which is the main cause.  The droughts however will continue to get worse due to 
climate change, the science is indisputable. 
 
Tasmania on the other hand is in the enviable position of being an island surrounded by 
water.  Temperatures will rise over time but our latitude means we’re unlikely to have the 
extreme heat that mainland states will suffer. 
 
The agricultural industry vision, driven by the whole of the agricultural sector and the 
Tasmanian Government, is to take the gross revenue of agricultural products from 
$1.5billion to $10billion by 2050. 
 
This vision can only be achieved if we conserve the state’s arable land for agriculture and 
continue the development of the irrigation schemes.   
 
Conclusion 
 
We must not let arable land be sold for short term gain from inappropriate development 
and subdivision, whether it is the East Coast or any other region in Tasmania.  
 
With the disruption climate change will bring in the coming years and the pressure placed 
on agriculture globally, unique places like Tasmania will play a crucial role in feeding the 
growing population. It is critical – not just for the Tasmanian economy but for Australia and 
the globe – that we preserve our arable land for food production. Along with our World 
Heritage Area, it is our most precious resource.   
 
 
Note: The figures I have used in this submission are from my own knowledge of the industry 
and information I have received from industry leaders.  Verification of the facts and figures 
can be obtained from the DPIPWE, Tasmanian Irrigation and Jonathon West.  
 


