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From: jennifer.rowlands@bigpond.com <jennifer.rowlands@bigpond.com>  
Sent: Monday, 10 October 2022 11:48 AM 
To: TPC Enquiry <tpc@planning.tas.gov.au> 
Cc: 'Elizabeth' <eslatham@bigpond.net.au> 
Subject: HPE CM: Matter of Urgency ‐ Concerned Resident(s) 

Dear Tasmanian Planning Commission, 

Regarding: 

Development Application Number:  
PA2022.0024  
Address of Development:  
133 Middle Road Miandetta Tas 7310 

Please find attached my letter of appeal for the consideration of the Planning Committee. 

Also attached are some images to support my correspondence. 

Kind regards,  
Jennifer Rowlands. 
Phone: 0488 559 806 
97 Stony Rise Rd 
Stony Rise 
Devonport 7310 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE AND DISCLAIMER 
The information in this transmission may be confidential and/or protected by legal professional privilege, and is intended only for the person or persons to whom it 
is addressed. If you are not such a person, you are warned that any disclosure, copying or dissemination of the information is unauthorised. If you have received 
the transmission in error, please immediately contact this office by telephone, fax or email, to inform us of the error and to enable arrangements to be made for the 
destruction of the transmission, or its return at our cost. No liability is accepted for any unauthorised use of the information contained in this transmission.



Jennifer Rowlands 97 Stony Rise Road, Stony Rise. Devonport TAS 7310 

Tasmanian Planning Commission, Hobart. 

Development Application  

Number:    PA2022.0024 

 

Address of Development:  133 Middle Road 

Miandetta Tas 7310 

 

Dear Planning Committee, 

I’m writing to highlight some important issues, of which the weight of your decision around the 

above Planned Development has the potential to affect the quality of lives for many people of the 

Miandetta and Stony Rise Communities. 

It is my understanding that one of the processes to arrive at your final decision, will be your 

consideration of all Representation (objection) letters submitted to Devonport Council.  

My reason for contacting you is to draw your attention to some key issues of which you may or may 

not be aware. 

Having attended the Council Meeting where the brief and unanimous vote to proceed with the 

above Application, suggests that Devonport Council have demonstrated disregard for their duty to 

adhere to ethical Environmental issues raised by the people they serve.  

Following are some concerns for the deciding panel to consider: 

Researched and Professional Recommendations Overlooked: 
As you will see, the Representations range from well-researched professionals right down to a child’s 

hand-written letter, with many concerned, disappointed, and bewildered residents in between. 

Among the many Representations, there are submissions from informed and well-researched 

professionals, who make some key science-based observations. 

The writers include: The Central North Field Naturalists, Philip Milner, Heather Granger, Phil Murray, 

Peter Sims OAM, and Neal Masters. 

It’s my understanding that their researched informed opinions have not been extensively 

considered. 

Key Environmental Issues Overlooked: 
Several writers (including Elaine McDonald, Sally Ling, and Richard Andrews) mention the State of 

Environment Report 2021 which lists urban sprawl as a major Environmental concern. 

 

An opportunity is now presented to push back and halt this alarming trend. 

 

Highlighting some Concerns: 

Residents not properly informed: 
You will note in several Representations, writers mention the clearing of the nearby HomeMaker 

Centre bushland and that they were not informed of this (nor the current Middle Rd Development).  

 



The recent clearing near the HomeMaker Centre mentioned was a vast wetlands forest comprising 

of decades-old, protected Melaleuca ericafolia (Swamp paperbark) and huge, nearly century-old 

Eucalyptus trees. 

 

You will note also, several residents mention displaced wildlife.  This is where the wildlife has come 

from. 

The community was unaware of the development until the clearing was in progress, and then too 

late to make correspondence of objections.  Clear-felling occurred rapidly in just a matter of days. 

  

Still reeling from this sense of disempowerment and disappointment, those who have now lodged 

Representations remain hopeful this time, that their written concerns may avoid this happening 

again. 

 

Possible Conflict of Interest: 
One of the Devonport Councillors in a decision-making position, is also the real estate agent for most 

of the blocks on the above-mentioned now-cleared HomeMaker subdivision lots, now for sale. 

 

I’ve withheld the name of the person because my aim is not to target an individual, but rather to 

highlight a system or culture that does not serve the needs of the surrounding community. 

 

The same Councillor voted for the current Middle Rd Development Application and is also 

mentioned in one of the letters of Representation.  

Should the sub-division proceed, the Councillor/agent stands to personally gain remuneration from 

subsequent lot sales. 

 

Misleading Information: 
When our local newspaper ran a front-page story, highlighting residents’ concerns for the Middle Rd 

Development Application, the reporter was informed of the correct cut-off date for lodgement of 

Representations: 2 August 2022. 

 

However, when the reporter confirmed the date with Devonport Council, he was accidentally told 

the cut-off date was 25 July 2022.  

  

The cover story ran next day on 26 July, misleading readers to believe that it’s now too late to do or 

say anything. 

 

After being contacted by several angry residents, the newspaper posted the amended cut-off date 

online only.   

 

Fragmented habitats: 
I refer to Attachments Council Meeting 26 September 2022, page 179 GHD Proposed Lots and Future 

Plan.  

The diagram highlights two areas to be preserved should development proceed: ‘Eucalyptus Ovata 

and Suitable Burrowing Crayfish habitat’ and the marked-green Lot 7. 

It is widely known through past developments, that once a remnant parcel of established forest is 

fragmented, it’s capacity to continue in its current viable state is not possible. 

 



 

 

 

Suggested Outcome to Benefit All: 

Recently aired on Gardening Australia, an organisation: The Connective has just launched NatureFix.  

Their aim is to address the mental health crisis in a non-clinical setting. The bushland at Middle Road 

would be perfect for such an initiative. 

Organisation: The Connective: https://www.theconnective.co/our-services-2/  

Please have a quick view of their newly released brochure which includes their direct contacts: 

https://www.theconnective.co/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/NatureFix-Brochure.pdf  

There are level walking tracks, countless wildflowers currently showing right now and a trickling 

mossy waterway with ferns and frogs.  

Nearby children explore and play there, people walk their dogs and ride mountain bikes. Its elevated 

aspect lends itself to views of surrounding farmland, nearby housing, and distant river mouth. 

 

There would be very little needed to add to the already recreative space.  I’ve included some photos 

to give you a feel of the bushland. 

I’m so confident Middle Rd would be ideal, that I extend an invitation for your representative to 

personally visit what’s locally known as ‘Devonfield’s Wonderland’. 

I would be more than happy to take you on a tour myself as I live nearby. 

 

In conclusion, I thank you in advance for taking the time to not only contemplate all 

Representations, (understandably an arduous task), but to also explore the countless benefits and 

long-lasting rewards for many, by ensuring the forest remains in its present state.  

 

Kind Regards,  

Jennifer Rowlands. 

https://www.theconnective.co/our-services-2/
https://www.theconnective.co/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/NatureFix-Brochure.pdf
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