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From: Phil Murray <pmurray@internode.on.net>

Sent: Sunday, 24 July 2022 3:02 PM

To: Devonport City Council

Subject: Representation for PA2022.0024 AM 2022.01 33 Middle Road from Phil Murray

Attached is my submission to the proposed development at 33 Middle Road. 

Phil Murray  

127 Best Street 

Devonport Tas 7310 

M 0429 037 621 

pmurray@internode.on.net 

 
 
 

 
 
PA 20022.0024  AM 2022.01 33 Middle Road Devonport. 
 
My submission concerns the co existence of Central North Burrowing Crayfish Engaeus granulatus and development within the Devonport 
Municipality and specifically the  Development Application for 33 Middle Road. 
 
The alignment of the existing creek behind Penambul Drive was altered and moved to the south during previous subdivision works, 
possibly to drain the lower part of the properties numbered  between 67 to 87 Penambul Drive. This work caused the destruction of up to 2 
hectares of Engaeus granulatus habitat, of which in total for the species is around 1 square kilometre, making the damage done on that 
occasion significant. That occurred when Engaeus granulatus was already on the EPBC Endangered Species list, so how was it allowed to 
happen? 
 
Can it be remediated in part without adversely effecting the previously mentioned properties?  I think so and engaging suitably qualified 
experts is recommended. 
 
At present there is a buffer of about 20 metres between the Penambul Drive properties and the creek (in its current location). If remediation 
is attempted, the area may end up too wet for vehicular access so 3 to 5 metres immediately south of the Penambul Drive  properties 
should not be remediated so year round access can be maintained.  
 
The altered creek finds it’s way back into its original course to the south east of  53 Penambul Drive, or has it been piped behind the 
houses? If a buffer zone of 20 metres on both sides of the creek downstream from there on to Horsehead Creek is enshrined, that part of 
the creek will be fine on the proviso that, water permitted access to the creek is clean and not degraded with household and other  runoffs 
like pesticides, fertiliser, washing and degreasing products. 
 
To include a buffer zone of 20 metres to the south of the creek behind 67 to 87 Penambul Drive (in it’s current location) could be beneficial 
as this could allow some of that area to be recolonised  
with Engaeus granulatus if it hasn’t already. It will also permit infrastructure additions and  maintenance as well as providing adequate 
public open space. 
 
To the west 91 and 93 Penambul Drive, the land near the football field is swampy and should  not be drained as this will further destroy 
Engaeus granulatus habitat.  
 
Council has not learned to provide large enough buffer zones for Engaeus granulatus during previous Development Applications. The 
eastern side of Clayton Creek at Spreyton in the vicinity of 1 to 6 Christensen Street has a narrow buffer zone and cannot be accessed for 
maintenance, furthermore the dwellings may end up in precarious situation as the creek continues to erode. The creek between Jiloa Way 
and Georgiana Street in the vicinity of 35 to 40 Georgiana Street and the end of Tatiana Close  has  virtually no access from the eastern 
side, so maintenance in the area is very difficult.  
 
20 metres or more on both sides of creeks in any built up area is desirable for the species to survive and also allow for maintenance and 
infrastructure improvements as well as fire control access . 
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