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Summary from Day 1 and context setting

Vision for the National SoE2021
Multiple use data structures — a step towards concordance

e National SOE Indicators - What is useful -- allowing the
commonwealth to deliver while also useful for all states and
territories

e Principles to guide development of indicators

Australian National Outlook (ANO3)

Morning tea

Jurisdiction Presentation
e QLD - mapping SoE indicators and management responses to
SDGs
Multiple use data structures — a step towards concordance (continued)

e Linking environmental reporting — SDGs, other International
reporting and state reporting

¢ linking to other Commonwealth initiatives - Digital
transformation of EPBC assessments, Strategy for Nature, EEA

Update on WABS! / Biodiversity Data activity in WA

Wrap up and next steps

Next meeting ~ timing, location and agenda
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State of the Environment

ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Meeting Agenda

Meeting No. 2023-01, 2:00-3:30pm, Thursday 5 January 2023

Location:

Invitees:

Hartz room, level 3, 144 Macquarie Street, Hobart and by MS Teams

Nick Heath
Max Kitchell
Pam Allen

In attendance: Luke Newman, Madonna McKay, John Ramsay

Apologies: None
ltern Paper + Who
attachments
1. Standing items No
- None
2. Introduction Yes JR
- Minister's direction
- Advisory Committee terms of reference
- Forward staffing and budget arrangements
- Key timeframes
3. Governance arrangements No
- General discussion of governance arrangements NH / All
- disclosure of interests and associations LN
- administrative arrangements, MS Teams, LN
invoicing, meeting minutes
4, SoE Report Yes LN / All
- General discussion of SoE Report scope
- Supported by background paper and attachments
5. Forward planning No All
- identification of matters to action
6. Next meeting:
Schedule to be discussed
Various stakeholders — 10:30-11:30am Tuesday 17 January 2022
Advisory Committee - 11:00am- 12:30pm, Wednesday, 15
February 2023




Action list:

Date What Who Action/Status
<meeting <initial>
date>

Record of decisions:

Date

What

<meeting
date>




State of the Environment Advisory Committee

Meeting Pa per Agenda item: 4
Meeting No: 2023-01
Meeting date: 5 January 2023
Prepared by: Luke Newman
CM9 reference: DOC/22/139252
Subject: SoE Report background
Summary: This paper provides a brief overview of SoE history, sets out principal acts ecompased

within, and relevant to, Tasmania’s Resource Managemment and Planning System,
along with providing extracts of the 2009 SoE Report and a copy of the 2018 SoE
report review.

Resolution: The Advisory Commitee notes the SoE bacground paper.

Background

The Minister for Planning (the Minister), under section 7 of the Tasmanian Planning Commission Act 1997
(TPC Act) directed the Tasmanian Planning Commission (Commission) to prepare a State of the
Environment Report (SoE Report) under section 29 of the State Policies and Projects Act (SPP Act) and
provide a completed copy by 30 June 2024.

Section 29 of the SPP Act sets out:

(1) The Commission must, as soon as reasonably practicable after the commencement of this Act and after
that commencement at intervals of 5 years, produce a consolidated State of the Environment Report relating
to—

(a) the condition of the environment; and
(b) trends and changes in the environment; and
(c) the achievement of resource management objectives; and

(d) recommendations for future action to be taken in relation to the management of the
environment.

(2) The Commission must—
(a) submit a State of the Environment Report produced by it to the Minister; and

(b} cause notice to be given, as prescribed, that the State of the Environment Report will be available
to the public for inspection and purchase.

(3) The Minister must cause a State of the Environment Report to be laid on the table of each House of
Parliament within the first 15 sitting days of the House after the Report is received by the Minister.

Tasmania’s Resource Management and Planning System

The Resource Management and Planning System (RMPS) of Tasmania was established in 1994 with the aim
to achieve sustainable outcomes from use and development in of the State’s natural and physical
resources.

The objectives of the RMPS, are set out in schedule 1 of the State Policies and Projects Act 1993, below:
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1. The objectives of the resource management and planning system of Tasmania are ~

{a) to promote the sustainable development of natural and physical resources and the maintenance
of ecological processes and genetic diversity; and

{b) to provide for the fair, orderly and sustainable use and development of air, land and water; and
(c) to encourage public involvement in resource management and planning; and

(d) to facilitate economic development in accordance with the objectives set out in paragraphs (a},
{(b) and (c) ; and

{e) to promote the sharing of responsibility for resource management and planning between the
different spheres of Government, the community and industry in the State.

2. Inclause 1 (a), sustainable development means managing the use, development and protection of
natural and physical resources in a way, or at a rate, which enables people and communities to provide for
their social, economic and cultural well-being and for their health and safety while ~

(a) sustaining the potentiai of natural and physical resources to meet the reasonably foreseeable
needs of future generations; and

(b) safeguarding the life-supporting capacity of air, water, soil and ecosystems; and
{c) avoiding, remedying or mitigating any adverse effects of activities on the environment.

The objectives of the RMPS are enlivened in various legislation, with the Land Use Planning and Approvals
Act 1993, the principle planning legislation.

Table 1. provides a list of the legislation that enliven the RMPS objectives, or otherwise have particular
relevance to planning and resource management in Tasmania.

Table 1. RMPS relevant legislation

Act Responsible Agencies RMPS obligations / interactions

Land Use Planning and Approvals Planning authorities Section 5 — obligation to perform functions and

Act 1993 Commission exercise powers to further objectives.
LUPAA objectives contain the RMPS objectives
Environmental Management and EPA Section 8 — obligation to perform functions and
Pollution Control Act 1994 exercise powers to further EMPCA objectives, that
contain the RMPS objectives.
Requirements for planning referrals and integration in
projects of State Significance and major projects.
State Policies and Project Act 1994 | Commission Section 5 ~ state policies must seek to further RMPS

objectives

Section20(5) — integrated assessment must seek to
further RMPS objectives

Integrated assessment

Major Infrastructure Development | Combined planning Section 6 — obligation to perform and exercise

Approvals Act 1999 authorities functions and powers to further the LUPAA objectives.
Commission

Natural Resource Management Act | NRMs Section 4 - obligation to exercise powers in a manner

2002 that furthers RMPS objectives.

Historic Cultural Heritage Act 1995 | THC Section 4A(2) — obligation to perform and exercise

functions and powers consistent with LUPAA
objectives.

Requirements for planning referrals and integration in
projects of State Significance / major projects.
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Fun fact: definitions of development and works are
different to LUPA Act.

Tribunal Act 2020

Tasmanian Planning Commission Commission Section 6(3) - obligation to exercise powers in a
Act 1997 manner that furthers RMPS objectives.
Tasmanian Civil and Administrative | TasCAT Schedule 2 part 8 at clause 5 sets out the Resource

and planning stream proceedings are part of the
RMPS, the objectives of which are set out in Schedule
1 of LUPAA.

Living Marine Resources
Management Act 1995

The Department of
Natural Resource and
the Environment
Tasmania (NRE Tas)

Section 7(2) - obligation to perform and exercise
functions and powers in a manner that furthers RMPS
objectives.

Marine Farming Planning Act 1995

NRE Tas

Section 4(2) - obligation to perform and exercise
functions and powers in a manner that furthers RMPS
objectives.

Water Management Act 1999

NRE Tas

Section 6 — incorporates RMPS objectives and
obligation to perform and exercise functions and
powers in a manner that furthers RMPS objectives.

Interacts with planning:
Exempt dam works from LUPA Act if a WMA permit for
dam works is in force [LUPA Act 5.60A].

Section 126(2) exempts well orders from LUPA Act.

Threatened Species Protection Act
1995

NRE Tas

Section 4 - obligation to perform and exercise
functions and powers in a manner that furthers RMPS
objectives.

Urban Drainage Act 2013

Council

Section 4 and 5 — must provide stormwater services in
accordance with the objectives of the Act including
RMPS objectives.

Crown Lands Act 1976

NRE Tas

Section 3A — qualified obligation to have regard to
RMPS objectives in relation to public reserves.

Section 29A - requirements for leases and licences of
public reserves to be consistent with RMPS Objectives

National Parks and Reserves
Management Act 2002

NRE TAs

Section 5 - qualified obligation to have regard to RMPS
objectives.

Nature Conservation Act 2002

NRE Tas

FPA, planning
authorities, Commission

Section 5 - obligation to have regard to RMPS
objectives.

Requirements for integration in projects of State
Significance / major projects.

Housing Land Supply Act 2008

Minister for Planning

Commission

Section 6 — obligations to make decisions that would
further the LUPAA objectives

Macquarie Point Development

Macquarie Point

Appears to be limited to requiring statements of how

2008

Corporation Act 2012 Development amendments to planning schemes further the LUPAA
Corporation objectives.
Minister

Water and Sewerage Industry Act TasWater Interacts with planning: Requirements for planning

referrals and integration in major projects.

Launceston Flood Risk
Management Act 2015

Launceston Flood
Authority

Interacts with planning: Requirements for planning
referrals
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Local Government Act 1993

councils

Interacts with planning: Functions and powers,
restrictions on by-laws, rates and charges

Forest Practices Act 1985

FPA

Interacts with planning: Conditionally excludes
assessment under the FP Act where clearing of trees
or clearing and conversion of threatened native
vegetation communities is authorised under a LUPAA
permit [FP Regs 2017, regulation 4]

Interacts with planning: definition of works in LUPA
Act does not include forest practices defined in FP Act

Gas Industry Act 2019

Tas Gas

Interacts with planning: Requirements for planning
referrals.

Aboriginal Heritage Act 1975

Department of Premier
and Cabinet

Interacts with planning: Requirements integration in
projects of State Significance / major projects.

Local Government (Building and
Miscellaneous provisions) Act

Councils, Commission,
NRE TAs

Interacts with planning: Deals with subdivision where
not dealt with under planning.

Strata Titles Act 1998

Council, NRE Tas

Interacts with planning: Deals with aspects of
subdivision by strata division.

Building Act 2016

Department of Justice

Interacts with planning: Building act prevails over
planning instruments and permit conditions related to
technical requirements [s.7 and 9]

Wellington Park Act 1993

Wellington Park
Management Trust

While this Act includes the RMPS Objectives at
schedule 5 there is no reference to the objectives in
the Act.

Interacts with planning: Requiring management plan
to be incorporated in planning schemes and prevailing
where there are inconsistencies.

Mineral Resources Development
Act 1995

MRT / Department of
State Growth

Interacts with planning: LUPA Act exempts certain
activities from assessment.

Public Land (Administration and
Forests) Act 1991

Commission

Section 5 — obligation to make recommendations that
further the RMPS Objectives

Private Forests Act 1994

Private Forests Tasmania

Interacts with planning: LUPA Act exempts certain
activities in private timber reserves from assessment.

Forest Management Act 2013

Sustainable Timbers
Tasmania

Interacts with planning Operated to be excluded as
forest practices defined under the FP Act are excluded
from the definition of works under the LUPA Act.

SoE Report history

Three SoE Reports have been prepared since the commencement of the SPP Act. Reports were produced

in 1997, 2003 and most recently by the Commission in 2009,

The Commission can provide copies of the 1997 and 2003 SoE reports, if required.

The 2009 SoE report was web based, and a copy of the 2009 executive summary is attached for
information, along with an extract of a portion of the Population and Settlement report to provide an
understanding of the scope/ extent of background analysis undertaken for a single issue.

SoE Report Review
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Following the 2009 SoF Report, the Commission commenced a review of SoE reporting, with draft reports
in 2013 and updates in 2018 examining issues of the approach and scope of SoE Reporting as well as
examining if the Commission or other State Service Agencies would be best placed to undertake reporting.

In 2019, the Commission briefed the then Minister on current issues with SoE Reporting and sought
approval for a review focusing on issues of which agency should be responsible for, and the content of, SoE

Reporting.

The then Minister did not determine the Commission request for review, but did require the Ryan & Lawrie
2020 Independent Review of the Tasmanian Planning Commission to examine if the Commission’s
historically designated roles might be better relocated to another agency or body, in particular the SoE
reporting function.

A copy of the SoF review report is attached for information.

Attachments

Attachment 1 — 2009 SoE Executive Summary
Attachment 2 — Extract of Population and Settlement report from 2009 SoE report

Attachment 3 — 2018 update SoF review report











































































16/12/2022, 11:24 Poputation Distribution

Dilston 323 296 334 -8.4 12.8
White Beach 261 246 274 -5.7 11.4
Snug 804 794 880 -1.2 10.8
Otago 470 514 567 9.4 10.3
Low Head 463 431 475 -6.9 10.2
South Arm 496 536 585 8.1 9.1
Bothwell 356 350 379 -1.7 8.3
Nubeena 264 255 276 -3.4 8.2
Exeter 382 313 338 -18.1 8.0
Bagdad 646 682 735 5.6 7.8
Franklin 454 423 455 -6.8 7.6
Richmond 768 827 879 7.7 6.3
Collinsvale 297 277 294 -6.7 6.1
Scamander 435 475 504 9.2 6.1
Swansea 495 529 559 6.9 5.7
Forth 342 347 366 1.5 5.5
Sheffield 1,016 982 1033 -3.3 5.2
Cygnet 851 800 840 -6.0 5.0
Fingal 379 325 341 -14.2 49
Campania 230 226 237 -1.7 4.9
Branxholm 266 232 241 -12.8 3.9
Mole Creek - 256 213 221 -16.8 3.8
Bracknell 367 360 373 -1.9 3.
Railton 878 862 893 -1.8 3.6
Cressy 637 648 670 1.7 3.4
Ridgley 427 435 449 1.9 3.2
Campbell Town 816 755 773 -1.5 24
Ross 275 266 271 -3.3 1.9
Fern Tree 584 593 597 1.5 0.7
Cremorne 357 403 403 12.9 0.0
Maydena 331 247 245 -25.4 -0.8
Stanley 543 463 459 -14.7 -0.9
St Marys 588 538 524 -8.5 -2.6
Ringarooma 232 226 215 -2.6 -4.9
Dover 481 489 464 1.7 -5.1
Woodbridge 246 286 271 16.3 -5.2
Zeehan 1,116 892 844 -20.1 -5.4
Currie 841 793 746 5.7 -5.9
Oatlands 539 585 541 85 -7.5
Rosebery 1,439 1115 1030 -22.5 -1.6
Gravelly Beach 559 581 536 3.9 ~7.7
Geeveston 778 827 762 6.3 -7.9
Waratah 230 246 226 7.0 -8.1
Heybridge 341 324 296 -5.0 -8.6
Lilydale 343 321 290 -6.4 -9.7
Bicheno 700 711 639 1.6 -10.1
Strahan 701 758 637 8.1 -16.0
Tullah 268 250 196 -6.7 -21.6
Total 30,964 30,833 33,994 -0.4 10.3
(Ti‘fggrln*;‘l’]*i’;)la“on 459,212 455,726 475,558 0.8 4.4
% population in

localities and 6.7 6.8 7.1 -3.3 -2.0
villages

https:/Aweb.archive.orgiweb/20 1103140603 36/http: //soer.justice.tas.gov.au/2009/indicator/32/index.php 4/6












OVERVIEW
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OTHER INFORMATION This State of the Environment Report: Tasmania 2009 presents
Postal Address information for the reporting period from 2003 to 2008 and
Tasmanian Planning Commission reflects a new and evolving context for resource management and

GPO Box 1691

Hobart Tasmania 7001 land use planning,

E:ﬁ'}f,;g"ffg?jjjgs Future state of the environment (SoE) reporting will review

Email: enquiry.planning@justice tas.gov.au baseline environmental data that have been analysed by data

© Government of Tasmania custodians within an agreed sustainability reporting framewaork,
This workis copyright. £ may be reproduced for It will provide a high-level summary of key findings, trend

study, research or training purposes subject to the ) ) i o ) .
acknowledgement of the source and no commercial identification, and scientifically observed environmental risks and
usage or sale, Requests concerning reproduction and threats. Key environmental indicators will identify trends that

rights should be addressed to the Tasmanian Planning

Commission. inform strategic priorities and the direction of environmental

management for government and the community. It will also
Recommended citation effectively inform land use and infrastructure planning strategies

Tasmanian Planning Commission 2009, State of the di K tedee b d inability i
Environment Report: Tasmania 2009, Tasmanian Planning and improve our knowledge base to address sustainability issues,

Commission, Tasmania. especially those arising from climate change.
Cataloguing-in-Publication-data: There are significant data in Tasmania from an extensive range of
State of the Environment Report: Tasmania 2009, sources, and often these are not comparable, not consistent nor
Tasmanian Planning Commission. R " |
Bibliography necessarily up-to-date (often as a result of resourcing constraints).
ISBN-13: 978-0-7246-6514-3 Key datasets need to be identified and agreed upon by the data
Environmental policy—Tasmanta custodians and Tasmanian Planning Commission to ensure they

Natural resources—Tasmania

Man-—Influence on nature—Tasmania meet environmental management needs.

Tasmanian Planning Commission In-recognition of the Tasmanian Planning Commission’s roles

Jamieson Allom, Greg Alomes (Executive Commissioner), and responsibilities as the State’s land use planning body, the
Sandra Hogue, Roger Howlett, Helen Hudson

Contributing organisations

The following organisations have contributed information
and advice to help compile this SoE Report. Their

time, the use of their data and assistance is gratefully
acknowledged. While care has been taken in consulting
with information providers, contributions do not imply
any endorsement on the part of these organisations of the
interpretation contained in this SoE Report. This is entirely
the responsibility of the Tasmanian Planning Commission.
Readers are also referred to the general disclaimer and
copyright notice.

Tasmanian Government and corporations: Department
of Primary Industries, Parks, Water and Environment;
Environment Protection Authority; Heritage Tasmania;
Tasmanian Aquaculture and Fisheries Institute; Tasmanian
Institute of Agricultural Research; Forest Practices
Authority; Forestry Tasmania; Hydro Tasmania; Natural
Resource Management bodies.

Australian Government and national organisations: Bureau
of Meteorology; CSIRO Marine and Atmospheric Research;
Australian Antarctic Division.

Disclaimer

The Tasmanian Planning Commission has compiled

the State of the Environment Report: Tasmania 2009

in good faith, exercising all due care and attention. No
representation is made as to the accuracy, completeness

or suitability for any particular purpose of the source Glossary Right: Calcareous
included in this SOE Report. GBE Government Business Enterprise coccolithophorid (Emiliania
RMPS Resource Management and Planning System huxleyl) is an organism that is
Design concept SoE State of the Environment vulnerable to increasing ocean
acidification

Jutie Hawkins TPC Tasmanian Planning Commission Gustaaf Hallegraeff



Tasmania 2009

Commission has identified a number of strategic actions that
it will take to assist in delivering improved environmental
outcomes for the State. Key among these is building from the
SoE reporting base and moving to a regular reporting process
of core physical environment and heritage indicators that will
reflect and inform Tasmania’s environmental status.

There is no suggestion that a shift to sustainability reporting
will be easy: a changing environment requires the ability to
adapt and respond to change. An adaptive reporting approach
is, and will continue to be, a challenge to all resource and
environmental managers. Accessibility to data in a manner that
reflects contemporary issues and emerging themes needs to be
continually revised.

s

Greg Alomes
EXECUTIVE COMMISSIONER

October 2009























































TASMANIAN PLANNING COMMISSION

Instrument of Establishment

Acting under section 9 of the Tasmanian Planning Commission Act 1997 (the Act), the
Tasmanian Planning Commission {the Commission) resolved by written approval to an Out
of Session Paper on 7 December 2022 to appoint a State of the Environment Advisory
Committee (the Committee) comprised of Commissioners Nick Heath (Chair), Max Kitchell
and Pam Allan.

The State of the Environment Advisory Committee is established for the purpose of
assisting the Commission in preparation of State of the Environment Reports under

section 29 of the State Policies and Projects Act 1993.

The initial approved Terms of Reference for the Committee are at Appendix A.

Date: 13 December 2022

THE COMMON SEAL of the TASMANIAN )
PLANNING COMMISSION was hereunto )
duly affixed in the presence of:- )

...................................

COMMISSIONER

COMMISSIONER



TASMANIAN PLANNING COMMISSION

State of the Environment Advisory Committee
Terms of Reference — December 2022

Background

The Minister for Planning directed the Tasmanian Planning Commission (Commission) under section
7 of the Tasmanian Planning Commission Act 1997, to prepare a State of the Environment Report
(SoE Report) by 30 June 2024.

The State Policies and Projects Act 1993, at section 29 requires a SoE Report to be produced at
intervals of 5 years, and relating to:

* - the condition of the environment; and
- trends and changes in the environment; and
- the achievement of resource management objectives; and

- recommendations for future action to be taken in relation to the management of the
environment.

Approaches to, and scope of, SoE reports have evolved since the first SoE report was completed by
the Sustainable Development Advisory Council in 1997, and subsequent Tasmanian SoE reports were
completed in 2003 and 2009. Consequently, expertise and experience in governance,
environmental processes and impacts, and natural resource management is necessary to inform the
development of subsequent SokE Reports

The Commission established the SoE Advisory Committee, under section 9 of the Tasmanian
Planning Commission Act 1997, to provide advisory support and guidance to Commission Staff, along
with high level reporting and recommendations to the Executive Commissioner and Commission.

The SoE Advisory Committee consists of Commissioners Nick Heath (Chairpersan), Max Kitchell
(member), and Pam Allan (member).

Terms of Reference

The SoE Advisory Committee will undertake the following:
(1) to oversight the development of an SoE Report as directed by the Minister for Planning;
(2) providing advice and guidance on the scope and outputs of SoE Reporting;
(3) access expert advice as appropriate to the scope and outputs of the SoE Report

(4) conduct or direct, stakeholder engagement, including community consultation where
appropriate;



(5) if necessary, to provide recommendations to the Executive Commissioner on resourcing

requirements;

(6) monitor and review issues arising from preparation of SoE Reports, in particular the
effectiveness of the SoE report format and outputs in meeting its intended purpose; and

(7) monitor issues arising from stakeholder engagement and expert advice in particular:
data availability, veracity, and suitability; and the extent to which the SoE report
duplicates information available elsewhere,

Review of the Terms of Reference

The SoE Advisory Committee is at liberty at any time, to seek a revision of these terms of reference
to take into account new or emerging issues, as the work on the preparation of the SoE Report

evolves.
Reporting to the Commission

The chairperson will provide oral or written reports to the Commission as appropriate on the
activities of the SoE Advisory Committee at each monthly Commission meeting.

SoE Advisory Committee — Terms of Reference 2









Cc: McKay, Madonna <Madonna.McKay@planning.tas.gov.au>; Matthew Taylor <mtaylor@ecotec.au>
Subject: AGENDA: Environmental accounts - Tasmania

Dear John,

Please find attached an agenda and background paper (noting this is a concept draft only) for further discussion on
Thursday.

Madonna, if you could please circulate these in confidence to the other participants for the meeting, that would be
wonderful.

Kind regards,
Nepelle









McKay, Madonna

Subject: State of the Environment Report

Location: TPC Hartz Meeting Room (level 3, 144 Macquarie Street)
Start: Tue 17/01/2023 10:30 AM

End: Tue 17/01/2023 11:30 AM

Show Time As: Tentative

Recurrence: (none)

Meeting Status: Not yet responded

Organizer: Ramsay, John

Required Attendees: Rachel Hay; James Kirkpatrick <j.kirkpatrick@utas.edu.au>
Resources: TPC Hartz Meeting Room (level 3, 144 Macquarie Street)

Hi Rachel and James

Hope this time suits. Rachel can you forward to Claire Bookless and any other interested parties {just please let me
know attendees)

Thanks

Madonna












BACKGROUND:

* Section7 of the Tasmanian Planning Commission Act 1997 provides the Minister administering
the Act with the power to direct the Commission to undertake particular functions
including the provision of advice and support to the Minister.

* The Tasmanian Planning Commission Act 1997 requires that a direction made by the Minister
be included in the Gazette within 14 days from the date a direction is given, Following
approval of this Minute the Department will arrange for the direction to be included in the
Gazette,

* State of the Environment Reporting has been discussed at regular monthly meetings with a
number of options regarding next steps being considered. In consultation with your office,
it was determined that a direction be made under the Tasmanian Planning Commission Act
1997 to direct the Commission to commence development of a State of the Environment
Report.

e Section 29 of the State Policies and Projects Act 1993 provides

(1)  The Commission must, as soon as reasonably practicable after the commencement
of this Act and after that commencement at intervals of 5 years, produce a
consolidated State of the Environment Report relating to—

(@) the condition of the environment; and
(b) trends and changes in the environment; and
(c) the achievement of resource management objectives; and

(d) recommendations for future action to be taken in relation to the management
of the environment.

()  The Commission must—
(a) submit a State of the Environment Report produced by it to the Minister; and

(b) cause notice to be given, as prescribed, that the State of the Environment Report
will be available to the public for inspection and purchase.

(3)  The Minister must cause a State of the Environment Report to be laid on the table
of each House of Parliament within the first 15 sitting days of the House after the
Report is received by the Minister.

¢ The Commission does not currently possess the expertise or capacity to complete the
Report in accordance with section 29 of the State Policies and Projects Act 1993

* ltis unlikely that the cost of acquiring the required expertise and capacity could be met
within the Commission’s budget. The Department will include an estimate of the additional
funding required to complete the Report in its 2023-24 Budget Submission for
consideration.



» The attached letter and direction to John Ramsay, Chairperson and Executive
Commissioner of the Tasmanian Planning Commission, advises of the direction made under
the Tasmanian Planning Commission Act 1997 and provides guidance as the to the content of
the report along with the due date of 30 june 2024.

Ross Smith
Deputy Secretary — Regulation and Service Delivery

Prepared by:  Bailey Fraser Cleared by: Ro55 Smith

Position: Acting Policy and Project Officer Position: Deputy Secretary

Phone: 61653653 Phone: 61654943

Date: 29 September 2022 Date: 30 September 2022
Attachments:

I.  Attachment | - Direction Under Tasmanian Planning Commission Act | 997 - Sate of the EnvironmentReport
2, Attachment2 ~Letter Enclosing Direction to complete State of the Environment Repart - Tasmanian Planning Commission



2023-24 BUDGET HIGH PRIORITY FUNDING REQUEST

State of Environment Reporting — Tasmanian
Planning Commission

State of Environment Reporting

The Commission must submit a State of Environment Report (SoE) to the Minister by 30 June
2024, as directed on the 4 October 2022, pursuant to section 7 of the Tasmanian Planning
Commission Act 1997.

The State Policies and Projects Act 1993 requires production of a state of the Environment
Report at intervals of 5 years

Given the limited timeline to produce a SoE Report, the following bid, is the likely minimum
amount that will be required. As the Commission has no current resources, engaging staff
asap to commence the work is essential to meeting deadline to submit the report. As the
work gets underway, further resources may be sought as appropriate.

2023-24 Budget Submission Page: | Department of Justice



Ministerial Portfolio Minister for Planning

To provide ‘relevant and robust information that will

Policy Objective inform future policy development in accordance with
section 29 of the State Policies and Projects Act 1993 (as
stated in the direction from the Minister)

Minister has directed a report to be provided by 30 June

Priority and Policy Links 2024. The Commission needs resources to employ a
project manager and support staff with capability to
produce a meaningful report.

High level stakeholder consultation with a number of
Other Government Entity Impacts government agencies is required.

The implications for government agencies that hold data
and information resources essential for the delivery of
State of the Environment Reporting has not yet been
established.

Identified through Community Yes.

Consultation . - -
Community questioning of the Minister:

Meg Webb MLC, Environmental Defenders Office, The
Australian Institute Tasmania, Independent Review of
the Tasmanian Planning Commission 2020.

Financial Information

2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27
$°000 $°000 $°000 $’°000
Cost
Operating
Capital
Total Cost

Less Existing Funding/Revenue

Net Cost

(Base annual salaries as at 29 November 2022 in Salary wages agreement 2019) + super and

wage increase

Research Assistant (GIS skills and knowledge) Band 5 89,600

Spatial Information Officer Band 4 0.5 FTE 37,300
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SOE Report Manager (base salary range of 175000 — 185000) 185000

Administrative Officer Band 4 74,600

SOE Sub- Committee Meetings — 3 senior planning consultants and 3 | 100,000
Commissioners at current Delegate rate:

- $150 per hour, Commissioner chairperson
- $100 per hour, Commissioner members,
- Professional Band 5senior planning consultant

| day a month

Stakeholder Engagement, including community consultation, and expert
advice expenses will depend on inter- agency cooperation to provide

timely and relevant data that is fit for purpose - to be discussed at Cabinet (Included i

the above
100l<)

Office accommodation and ICT support for SOE staff and meetings

Publishing and editing expenses for report - publication on 5 year | 40,000
reporting cycle

General Comments

Production of a State of the Environment Report is a statutory required output, directed by

government.

If funding is not provided the Commission will not have resources available to produce a meaningful
report that meets statutory requirements.

The 2020 independent review of the Commission identified that government, industry, community
and professional stakeholders considered that accurate State of the Environment reporting is essential
to inform decision-making in planning, environmental land management, and government policy.

An internal 2004 review of State of the Environment reporting identified that in other jurisdictions,
resources are allocated for a 3 year period, with budgets in the range of $0.8 to 1.0 million.

Additional resourcing, including procurement of consultancies may be required depending on data
availability and quality, and if data held by Government agencies is fit for purpose.

The State Policies and Projects Act 1993 requires production of a State of the Environment Report at
intervals of 5 years.
Alternative options to address policy objective

Given the direction to produce a State of the Environment report by 30 June 2024, no alternative
options are identified to achieve the output within the required timeframe.
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TASMANIAN PLANNING COMMISSION

(2) The Commission must—
(a) submit a State of the Environment Report produced by it to the Minister; and

(b) cause notice to be given, as prescribed, that the State of the Environment Report will be available to
the public for inspection and purchase.

(3) The Minister must cause a State of the Environment Report to be [aid on the table of each House of
Parliament within the first 15 sitting days of the House after the Report is received by the Minister.

Three SoE Reports have been prepared since the commencement of the SPP Act. Reports were produced
in 1997, 2003 and most recently by the Commission in 2009.

Following the 2009 SoE Report, the Commission commenced a review of SoE reporting, with draft reports
in 2013 and updates in 2018 examining issues of the approach and scope of SoE Reporting as well as
examining if the Commission or other State Service Agencies would be best placed to undertake reporting.

In 2019, the Commission briefed the then Minister on current issues with SoE Reporting and sought
approval for a review focusing on issues of which agency should be responsible for, and the content of, SoE
Reporting.

The then Minister did not determine the Commission request for review, but did require the Ryan & Lawrie
2020 Independent Review of the Tasmanian Planning Commission to examine if the Commission’s
historically designated roles might be better relocated to another agency or body, in particular the SoE
reporting function.

While the Ryan & Lawrie review found that the Commission was not the appropriate body to prepare the
SoE Report, and that there is an urgent need for a SOE Report to be prepared, it did not consider the scope
of SoE Reporting.

Currently the Commission does not have funding for dedicated SoE staff, or adequate staffing resources
and relevant expertise to undertake SoE Reporting, while also performing its other statutory obligations.

For the Commission to seek to deliver a SoE report as required by the Minister’s direction, there is an
urgent need to commence resolving issues of SoE report scope, processes and the like, while funding and
staffing resources are secured.

Discussion

An appropriate mechanism to commence resolving these issues would be for the Commission to establish a
committee under section 9 of the TPC Act.

Section 9 of the TPC Act, sets out:

the Commission may, by instrument in writing, establish committees of such persons as the Commission
considers appropriate for the purpose of assisting it in the performance of its functions and the exercise of its
powers.

The purpose of a committee would be to commence resolving issues of scope, process and the like, while
providing ongoing advice to the Commission and guidance to dedicated SoE staff, once these resources are
secured. The purpose and scope is more fully set out in the attached draft Terms of Reference
(attachment 3).

The Commission’s Code of Conduct for the Executive Commissioner, Commissioners Delegates and Major
Project Panels, January 2021, does not explicitly apply to committees established under section 9 of the
TPC Act. The requirements of the Code of Conduct appears to be suitable to be applied to committees to
the extent that the functions of the committee are proposed to broadly align with those of Commissioners,
delegates, and major project panels..
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Remuneration for an advisory committee of this nature, which will have a variable meeting schedule and
require work outside of formal meetings is recommended to be consistent with the Commission’s delegate
rate.
The Commission’s current delegate rate is:

$150 per hour for the chair; and

$100 per hour for members.

Membership of a SoE advisory committee, will require a range of expertise and experience in governance,
environmental processes and impacts, and natural resource management.

It is recommended that Nick Heath, Max Kitchell and Pam Allan are appointed to the committee, as
chairperson and members respectively, due to their range of expertise and experience in relevant areas.

Fach of the proposed appointees have indicated they are available and are not aware of any real or
potential conflicts of interest, which cannot be adequately managed.

Recommendation
It is recommended that the Commission:

1. establish a State of the Environment Advisory Committee under section 9 of the Tasmanian
Planning Commission Act 1993;

2. adopt the Terms of Reference, at attachment 3, for the State of the Environment Advisory
Committee;

3. appoint Nick Heath, Max Kitchell and Pam Allan to the committee, as chairperson and members
respectively, to be remunerated consistently with the Commission’s delegate rate; and

4. Advise the Panel that the Commission’s Code of Conduct for the Executive Commissioner,
Commissioners Delegates and Major Project Panels, January 2021, applies to the committee.

Attachments

Attachment 1 — Letter to TPC enclosing Direction to complete State of the Environment report - 4 October
2022

Attachment 2 — Signed Direction Under TPC Act 1997 - State of the Environment Report - 4 October 2022

Attachment 3 — SoE Advisory Committee — Terms of Reference






TASMANIAN PLANNING COMMISSION Meeting 2022-7 — 1 August 2022

The Executive Commissioner advised this will be raised at the Delegates Panel meeting and practice nghtes
or guidance notes can be issued to set as required to ensure that the submitted documents meet t
requirements of the Act and Commission practice notes.

4.3 LPS update

LPS Update Report noted.
In addition to the report provided with the agenda, it was advised:

e 3 more LPS should be approved by early Novembers.

5 expected to have hearings in the next 3 months
e 5 not yet finalized for exhibition and no draft LPS has been 5 bmitted from King Island.
e Expect to be finalized by mid next year.

e Executive Commissioner noted some assessments ngfly need to be reassigiied amongst delegates
and this will be further discussed at the Delegategffanel meeting. :

5.0 FOR INFORMATION

5.1 STRLUS Amendments

Noted amendment to the SoufhérnﬂRégiona! nd Use Strategy (the_ Strategy) has been approved by the
Minister, allowing the Commission to consiger amendments to pla-nnfingg schemes for additional residential
growth in named settlements located oujffide the urba}n'growth boundary. Will discuss further at the
Delegates Panel meeting. T : o :

It was nqtedith'ét the infbrmétign inflhe Consultation Report was not in the public domain and had only
been sent to those who provided glibmissions on the proposed changes to the Strategy.

Commissioner HéWlett raised tjfe néefd to advise affected councils of the changes and their requirements.
Executive Commissionér Rampffay advised guidance notes would be drafted and issued which will come to
the Commission for approvgl. :

5.2 Hearing & Delegfition alloi:'ation and scheduling

Noted — to be updatgll after each Commission meeting and sent to delegates.

5.3 Right to Information Request and release of documents on State of the Environment
Reporting

Paper on documents released as a result of an RTI request on SoE noted. Executive Commissioner Ramsay
advised that the Minister and Department had been advised of the release of information relating to the
status of the State of the Environment Report noting that the Minister for Planning is still responsible for
this report under the Act.

4lPage
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Executive Commissioner also noted that the Commission should have a public disclosure log on our website
for RTI released information and this addition to the website has been requested and the released
documents will be uploaded ASAP.

6.0 OTHER BusIN

Next meetiffg: Monday, 5 September 2022

5|Page
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5

5.1 Memo to Staff

illing of the 4" Senior Planning
hearings.

The Executive Commissioner referred to the recent Memo to Staff, the no
Consultant (SPC) and the panel of 15 Delegates now able to participate

It is proposed that the funding available from the non filling of the#C positon will contribute to the

creation of 3 level 7 positions planning adviser positions. A busigss case to support this proposal is being

prepared.

A Level 8 Planning Adviser position has been approved pff the Justice Department Executive to support
7 Planning Adviser position had similarly been

st Wind Project.

North West Transmission Upgrade assessment. A Le
approved to support the initial work on the North

Initial work to develop a replacement for iPlagfhas been agreed and local IT business Geometry will prepare

a detailed proposal for further consideratigffl by the Commission. A contract for the initial work is being

prepared.

6.0 OTHER BUSINESS

6.1 COVID vaccinations

say advised of the Department’s recent update on the double vaccination
the Commissiqn should continue to require evidence of double vaccination for
.. It was decided that it would be discussed at the upcoming Delegates Panel

Executive Commissioner
requirement and wheth
participation in heari

meeting on 19 Septgmber.

6.2 Alex Brojinlie and Kevin Hazell Curriculum Vitae

Executive Coffimissioner Ramsay advised of the appointment of Senior Planning Consultants (Casual) of
Alex Browgffie and Kevin Hazell. Their qualifications and experience are such that they are able to join the
anel and participate in hearings. .

6.3 State of the Environment Report

Commissioner Heath requested an update on the State of the Environment Report. Executive
Commissioner Ramsay advised that to his knowledge the Department of Premier and Cabinet were
considering the issue and nothing further has been requested of the Commission.

Meeting closed: 10:55am

Next meeting: Monday, 3 October 2022

6|Page



TASMANIAN PLANNING COMMISSION Meeting 9 — 3 October 2022

5.4 Draft amendment to SPPs-01-202
Regulations, and related Draft
consultation

roposed amendment to LUPA Amendment
nning Directive — Container Refund Scheme —

The Commission resolved to respgfid to the Minister advising the Commission would not be making a
comment at this time.
5.5  State of the Environment Report

The Commission noted that the Minister for Planning issued a media release on 29 September 2022
announcing the Commission will be directed to prepare a State of the Environment (SOE) Report by June
2024. 1t was noted that it would come to the Commission again once the formal directions under the TPC
Act has been received.

6.0 OTHER BUSINESS

6.1  Appointment of Commisgfoner Howlett to approve draft amendments to IPS and LPS

On 20-September 2022, an Out
recommending that the Com

Sessions Paper was distributed by email to Commissioners

ssion approve the appointment of Commissioner Roger Howlett to approve
draft amendments to Interjff Planning Schemes in accordance with its powers under section 42(3)(a)(ii) and
(3A) of the former provisifhs of the Act ; and draft amendments to Local Provisions Schedules in

rs under section 40R(2) of the current Act. This appointment wijll be enacted

s on leave from 23 September until 20 October 2022,

accordance with its po

while the Chairperso
The Commission nffted that members endorsed the appointment by return email.
Meeting closed®#11.35

Next meeting: Monday, 14 November 2022
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5.0 FORINFORMATION

5.1 North East Major Wind Projecifissessment — update

A verbal update was providgll to the Commission.

5.3 North West TragSmission Line major project — update

A verbal update wasgrovided to the Commission.

5.4 State of the Environment Report

A verbal update was provided to the Commsion. A further update will be provided at the next
Commission meeting in December. ACTION: A copy of the Ministers Direction and cover letter to be
circulated. Add to the Actions List.

in December.

5.6 Out of sessions approval —

Noted.

5.7 Out of sessions approvgf— Remove requirements for vaccination certificates at hearings

Noted.

5.8 Out of sessions appfoval — West Tamar amendment 02-22

Noted.

6.0 OTHER Busl

5|Page
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i R o o

4.4 Chair’s briefing

s Advised that in supporting major projects a Level 8 position w vertised with no successful

applicants; therefore Senijor Planning Consultants (Casual) J#ve been asked to be planning leads on

Major Projects;

o Alex Brownlie — will support North Weg#Transmission Upgrades Project

o Kevin Hazell — will support NortggEast Wind

noting this won’t affect the Budggfas will be paid for by proponents.

e Numbers are down on Plangfing Advisors who can suppgr{t}l;‘PfS which also affects amendments and

revised staffing solution#are being progressed with ,thé"bepar*tment.

5.0 FORINFORMATION

5.1 State of the Environment Report

The Commission will establish a Steering Committee (as out[lned in Sectlon 9 of its Act) to have oversight
over and progression of the State of the Envnronment Report Dlscussed having three Commission
members on the Committee. Discussed corﬁmumty consultatlon and external representations and possible

technical advisory commlttee

TPC has been working to establlsh a budget bid |dent|fy|ng resourcmg, Wthh the Deputy Secretary has
agreed in principle to:

* SoE Report M,a‘nagér»?:i? $17~5-18OK
. Research Assistant. 2  51 $,90|<

. 50.'%‘G|§f. o 38k

e Admin ASSIStant S70K )

e Committees and Céfjfsultatiqh $100K
TOTAL Budget Bid - $490K

Luke Newman (Major Projects) has capacity and is an effective Project Manager and will undertake set up

of Committee and ToRs.

There has been considerable interest from Not for Profit environmental organisations to offer advice
including NRM South, Tas Science Council, Envircnmental Defenders Office and Australian institute who
have arranged meetings with the Executive Commissioner.

Resolved: Steering Committee to consist of Commissioner Heath (Chair) and Commissioner’s Allan and
Kitchell.
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