
 

 

24 November 2020 
 
John Ramsey 
Delegate (Chair) 
Tasmanian Planning Commission 
 
Clarence Local Planning Schedule  
 
I have received a letter from the Tasmanian Planning Commission (dated 20 
November 2020) in regard to the Clarence Local Planning Schedule and the 
TCT's proposal for a Spotted Handfish Specific Area Plan. 
 
The TPC has provided a direction to the TCT to: 
 

"Provide any further submission on the Commission’s advice at the hearing 
that it is without jurisdiction to consider the requested Spotted Handfish 
Specific Area Plan because it is proposed to apply outside the municipal 
area, with particular reference to whether clause 7(d) of the Land Use 
Planning and Approvals Act 1993 (the Act) can be applied." 
 

The TPC has advised that the TCT have until the close of business 27 November 
2020 to provide further submissions on the directions given. 
 
At the 18 November 2020 hearing the TPC delegates provided an outline of the 
reasons for the proposed direction that it does not have jurisdiction to consider 
the proposed Spotted Handfish Specific Area Plan. Alternatives to the SAP were 
discussed including the Clarence City Council's proposal to consider including 
spotted handfish habitat in the natural assets code overlay. The TPC stated that 
this also faced jurisdictional impediments. The TPC also noted its intention to 
remove the environmental management zone where it extends into the marine 
environment. 
 
I said at the hearing that I could not properly respond at the time to the TPC's 
proposed directions and would need to have them in writing and be able to 
obtain advice in response to them. The directions that we have been provided 
with do not adequately explain the jurisdictional decision and do not outline 
the matters raised at the hearing. 
 
I request further explanation of the TPC's decision in regard to its jurisdiction to 
consider the requested Spotted Handfish Specific Area Plan. 



 2 

Given the need for further information we ask for an additional 14 days to 
provide submissions. 
 
Peter McGlone 

 
CEO 
Tasmanian Conservation Trust 
 


