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From: Cuskelly, Richard <Richard.Cuskelly@nre.tas.gov.au> 
Sent: Tuesday, 23 January 2024 4:28 PM 
To: Blyth, Louise <Louise.Blyth@planning.tas.gov.au> 
Cc: Mellor, Sonia (DPIPWE) <Sonia.Mellor@nre.tas.gov.au> 
Subject: RE: TPP hearing tomorrow - NRE Tas submission 

You don't often get email from richard.cuskelly@nre.tas.gov.au. Learn why this is important 

Hello Louise, 

Just responding on behalf of Sonia - please see submission below: 

Strategy 2.1.3.3 (a} and (b} of the TPPs references biodiversity values and specifically high biodiversity values. This 

indicates there is a scale of biodiversity values to be considered. Is there publicly available data which could be 

accessed to enable ranking of the biodiversity values? 

The Natural Values Atlas is Tasmania's comprehensive database for natural values information. It draws together in 
one centralised location data on: 

• Tasmanian flora and fauna, including species listed under the Threatened Species Protection Act 1995 (TSPA)
• TASVEG - the digital vegetation map of Tasmania; including Threatened Native Vegetation Communities

protected under the Nature Conservation Act 2002 (NCA)
• Tasmanian Geoconservation Database (see comments under question 3).
• Areas of reserved land protected under the NCA
• Weeds and biosecurity risks.

These datasets can also be viewed through various layers in LISTmap - Land Information System Tasmania 
(thelist.tas.gov.au). 

Ranking of biodiversity values 
The term biodiversity refers to the number and variety of endemic species at a particular site relative to another 
location. CAS can advise that there is currently no system that directly compares the relative biodiversity values of 
one location with another, however, this information could be derived from the observation records in the NVA. 
Note that biodiversity as a measure of habitat value should not be considered in isolation, factors such as individual 
species status and existing level of disturbance should also be taken into consideration as part of a comprehensive 
assessment. 

The ranking/level of protection afforded to specific values such as flora and fauna may be determined by aspects 
such as the species population size, geographic range (extent of occurrence and/or area of occupancy), threatening 
processes and potential other factors. Species that meet certain eligibility criteria may be listed under the TSP Act 
and/or the Commonwealth Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) which would 
rank them higher than non-listed native flora/fauna. Some Native Vegetation Communities are also be listed under 
Section 3A of the NCA as Threatened Native Vegetation Communities. 

Natural values that are listed under legislation, such as the TSPA, EPBCA and/or NCA require greater protection and 
can be additionally ranked based on the listing status prescribed to each value. 
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