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From: Neal Masters <neal.masters@lizzy.com.au>

Sent: Sunday, 31 July 2022 4:58 PM

To: Devonport City Council

Subject: Re: Amendment AM2022.01 / Application No: PA2022.0024

FAO: General Manager, Devonport City Council 

With the recent release of Australia’s ‘State of the Environment’ report showing that our biodiversity is declining 

and habitat loss is a key threatening process, it has never been more urgent to reconsider the way in which we view 

high quality habitat in urban environments. Between 2000 and 2017, 7.7 million hectares of habitat for terrestrial 

threatened species was cleared or substantially degraded across Australia. Wholesale clearing of land for housing 

and agriculture not only devastates Australia’s wildlife but has a catastrophic effect on human health and well-being. 

Here in Devonport we are blessed to still have reasonable areas of intact and connected high quality habitat for our 

wildlife and this was one of the main reasons I chose to make my home here.  

I have a background in the management of areas containing threatened species and this informs my comments 

below: 

1) In light of Australia’s declining biodiversity and the knock on effect that is already having on our health and

wellbeing in areas where natural values have been lost we should be looking to protect the intact forest that 

currently exists in Lot 4 (proposed) and not be allowing it’s wholesale destruction for a 50 home subdivision.

2) The creation of long, narrow conservation areas sandwiched between housing estates such as that being

proposed here to ‘protect’ the burrowing crayfish is grossly inadequate and will greatly increase the risk that 

this population of burrowing crayfish will go locally extinct. Long and narrow conservation zones in urban

areas are subject to high levels of disturbance from the surrounding community through inappropriate use,

rubbish dumping and the creation of tracks and trails (see point 3 below). These areas also experience a

much higher level of weed invasion through the edge effect and are very difficult to manage and maintain.

The width of the protection zone on the Northern side of Lot 4 (proposed) needs to be significantly

increased to ensure the ongoing survival of both the burrowing crayfish and the remaining area of

Eucalyptus ovata which provides important habitat for our critically endangered Swift Parrots.

3) An example of the recent damage to a small linear reserve alongside Lapthorne Close capturing media

interest. This linear reserve is similar to that being proposed for the Northern boundary of Lot 4 and is

sandwiched between housing estates. It experiences high levels of damage from the surrounding

community along with rubbish dumping and invsive weed pressure.
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Best Regards 

Neal Masters 

8 Collins Way, Tugrah, 7310 
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