
Inquiry into the establishment of 
marine protected areas within the 
Bruny Bioregion

Draft Recommendations Report  
August 2007 Resource Planning and Development Commission



National Library of Australia Cataloguing–in–Publication data:

Inquiry into the establishment of marine protected areas within the Bruny Bioregion. 

Draft Recommendations Report

ISBN  0 7246 7412 8

Resource Planning and Development Commission

GPO Box 1691

Hobart  Tasmania  7001

August 2007

E-mail address : enquiry.rpdc@justice.tas.gov.au

Production by Artemis Publishing Consultants, Hobart, Tasmania

This report is available on the Internet.  The Internet address is:

website: www.rpdc.tas.gov.au

Printed on environmentally friendly paper



iii
 Resource Planning and Development Commission

Inquiry into the establishment of marine protected areas within the Bruny Bioregion

Draft Recommendations Report  

Invitation to comment
On 6 June 2005 the former Minister for Environment and Planning, the Hon. Judy Jackson, issued a 

reference to the Resource Planning and Development Commission (the Commission).  The terms of 

reference require the Commission to conduct an inquiry and make recommendations to the Minister 

on the establishment of marine protected areas in the Interim Marine and Coastal Regionalisation of 

Australia Bioregion known as the Bruny Bioregion.

On 8 August 2007, the Minister for Planning, the Hon. Steven Kons, issued a reference to the 

Commission amending the reference issued on the 6 June 2005.

Following public exhibition of a Background Report and public hearings, the Commission produced an 

Interim Report for public exhibition.  The Interim Report identified areas suitable for inclusion within 

marine protected areas within the Bruny Bioregion using the identification criteria outlined in the 

Tasmanian Marine Protected Areas Strategy (the Strategy).

The next stage in the inquiry process is for the Commission to complete the identification stage (Steps 

3 to 7 of the Strategy).  The Commission is then required to undertake the selection stage (Steps 8 to 

9 of the Strategy) whereby the selection criteria outlined in the Strategy are applied to guide selection 

of areas that are suitable for declaration as marine protected areas.

In accordance with the identification and selection stages of the Strategy, this Draft Recommendations 

Report:

• presents bioregional and ecosystem level priorities for marine protected areas within the Bruny 

Bioregion;

• presents priority areas that are suitable for inclusion within marine protected areas;

• contains the Commission’s summary of the submissions and information to date with respect to the 

selection criteria within the Strategy;

• presents areas that are suitable for declaration as marine protected areas, following application of 

the identification and selection criteria of the Strategy; and

• identifies potential boundaries and management arrangements for areas suitable for declaration as 

marine protected areas.

Government agencies, community and other interest groups and individuals are invited to comment in 

writing on this Draft Recommendations Report.  In particular, comments or additional information are 

sought that are relevant to the selection and management of marine protected areas within the Bruny 

Bioregion, with respect to the selection criteria or any aspect of Steps 8 and 9 of the Strategy.

Please note that it is not necessary to duplicate information that has already been provided to the 

Commission through public exhibition of the Background Report and Interim Report.

Submissions that refer to specific areas or places of special value are encouraged to include maps that 

indicate the location of those areas as accurately as possible.

Public comment will assist the Commission in the preparation of final recommendations.
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Written submissions should be sent to:

Address:  Resource Planning and Development Commission, 

   GPO Box 1691, 

   Hobart Tasmania 7001

Phone Number: (03) 6233 2795

Fax Number: (03) 6233 5400

E-mail:  enquiry.rpdc@justice.tas.gov.au 

Written submissions must be received by the Commission no later than 4.30 pm on Monday 

1 October 2007.  Late submissions will not be accepted.  However, faxed or e-mail copies of 

submissions will be received up until 4.30 pm on the closing date.  Please note that submissions will be 

treated as public documents unless an acceptable argument is put to the contrary by the person making 

the submission.

Additional copies of the Draft Recommendations Report may be obtained without cost by contacting 

the Commission or from the Commission’s office:

3rd floor, 144 Macquarie Street, Hobart

The Draft Recommendations Report is available in pdf format on the Commission’s website:

http://www.rpdc.tas.gov.au
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Resource Planning and Development 
Commission

The Resource Planning and Development Commission is a statutory body established by the Resource 

Planning and Development Commission Act 1997. 

The Commission has the following principal functions:

• to assess and approve local government planning schemes and planning scheme amendments;

• to assess projects of State significance;

• to assess Draft State Policies;

• to prepare the Tasmanian State of the Environment Report;

• to conduct inquiries into the use of public land;

• to review representations and the report of the Secretary of the Department of Primary Industries 

and Water relating to draft water management plans; and

• to consider the draft development plan and any representations, statements and recommendations 

contained in a report of the Sullivans Cove Waterfront Authority.

The Commission is part of the State’s Resource Management and Planning System, the objectives 

of which are set out in Schedule 1 of the Resource Planning and Development Commission Act 1997 

(see Box 1).

The Commission is made up of: 

• an Executive Commissioner (Simon Cooper)

• a Commissioner with planning experience nominated by the Local Government Association of 

Tasmania (Sandra Hogue)

• a Commissioner with expertise and management experience in resource conservation (Helen 

Locher)

• a Commissioner with planning experience and experience in industry and commerce (Jamieson 

Allom)

• a Commissioner with resource conservation or planning experience representing community 

interests (Catherine Nicholson)

• a Commissioner with public administration experience in regard to project implementation 

(Helen Hudson)
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Box 1:  Objectives of the Resource 
Management and Planning System 

of Tasmania
1. The objectives of the resource management and planning system of Tasmania are -

a)  to promote the sustainable development of natural and physical resources and the 

maintenance of ecological processes and genetic diversity; and

b)  to provide for the fair, orderly and sustainable use and development of air, land and water; 

and

c)  to encourage public involvement in resource management and planning; and

d)  to facilitate economic development in accordance with the objectives set out in paragraphs 

(a), (b) and (c); and

e)  to promote the sharing of responsibility for resource management and planning between the 

different spheres of Government, the community and industry in the State.

2. In clause 1 (a), “sustainable development” means managing the use, development and 

protection of natural and physical resources in a way, or at a rate, which enables people and 

communities to provide for their social, economic and cultural well-being and for their health 

and safety while -

a)  sustaining the potential of natural and physical resources to meet the reasonably foreseeable 

needs of future generations; and

b)  safeguarding the life-supporting capacity of air, water, soil and ecosystems; and

c) avoiding, remedying or mitigating any adverse effects of activities on the environment.
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Appendix 9

Priority identified areas characterised against the identification 
and selection criteria

For each of the following priority identified areas, the characteristics of the identification criteria 

within the following tables were presented within the Interim Report.  The Interim Report was placed 

on public exhibition and submissions invited.

Where appropriate, some minor characteristics of the identification criteria have been amended or 

modified following submissions on the Interim Report.

These include:

• The inclusion of threatened whales (ie. Humpback and Southern Right) within some areas, 

and thus International Significance under the Convention on the Conservation of Migratory 

Species of Wild Animals (Bonn Convention).

• The characterisation of Great white shark under International Significance under the Bonn 

Convention.

• The inclusion of threatened New Zealand fur seals within some areas.

• In areas where the Agreement on the Conservation of Albatrosses and Petrels (ACAP) has 

been listed under International/National Significance, Albatross and Petrels have been listed 

against the sub-criterion for migratory species.

• Under International/National Significance, the collective description of ‘Migratory 

Bird Agreements’ where migratory shorebirds and seabirds are listed under the following 

agreements:

   �Q�� China-Australia Migratory Bird Agreement (CAMBA);

   �Q�� Japan-Australia Migratory Bird Agreement (JAMBA);

   �Q���� Republic of Korea-Australia Migratory Bird Agreement (ROKAMBA); and

   �Q   Partnership for the conservation of migratory waterbirds and the sustainable use of 

their habitats in the East Asian-Australasian Flyway.

• The inclusion of commercially exploited fish (ie. fish, abalone, rock lobster) under the criterion 

of Productivity in some areas where significant fishing activity occurs but was erroneously omitted 

within the Interim Report.
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Characteristics of each priority identified area, against the identification and selection criteria, by biounit

     Offshore Biounit       Exposed Biounit

Priority Area 
Number

1 9 4 5

Area Name Cape Pillar Basin East Tasman 
Peninsula

Deep Glen Bay Pirates Bay

Landmarks Cape Pillar and Tasman 
Island, offshore from Cape 
Raoul

Waterfall Bay to Tasman 
Island

Deep Glen Bay/Cape 
Surville

Pirates Bay - Tesselated 
Pavements to Blow Hole

Identification 
criteria
Ecological 
Importance
Ecological processes or 
systems

String kelp Macrocystis

Threatened species Great white shark, NZ fur 
seals, whales

Red handfish, Waterfall 
Bay handfish, Great white 
shark, NZ fur seals, whales

Seastar Patiriella vivipara, 
whales

Diverse or abundant 
species

Cavern, wall, seaweed, deep 
reef, shelf, pelagic, Rock 
lobster, abalone, reef fishes, 
red algal species

Cavern, wall, deep reef, 
Rock lobster, Abalone, 
reef fishes

Nursery; Feed/Breed/Rest 
migratory species

Seal colony, Little 
penguins, shearwaters 
(Short tailed and Sooty), 
Albatross and Petrels, 
Whales

Seal colony, Little 
penguins, shearwaters 
(Short tailed and Sooty), 
Albatross and Petrels, 
Whales

Shorebirds, whales, Little 
penguins

Ecological Unit Deep water basin, island Cavern fauna, island, 
pinnacles

Pinnacles

National/
International 
Significance

Migratory bird agreements, 
ACAP, Bonn

Register National Estate,

Migratory bird agreements, 
ACAP, Bonn

Register National Estate, 
Migratory bird agreements, 
Bonn

Uniqueness Deep water basin

High energy coastline,

Dolerite geomorphology

Seacliffs, pinnacles, 
offshore islands, high 
energy coastline,

Dolerite geomorphology

High energy coastline, sea 
caves, pinnacles

Tessellated pavements, 
blow hole, seacaves, high 
energy coastline tombolo, 

Productivity Rock lobster, reef fishes Pelagic fish schools, rock 
lobster, abalone, reef fishes

Fish, abalone, rock lobster

Naturalness Fishing Fishing Fishing Fishing, human visitation, 
boat ramp

Notes Tasman National Park Tasman National Park Tasman National Park Tasman National Park, 
Pirates Bay Historic Site

Selection criteria
Economic Interests Scenic cruises, Commercial 

fishing, Shipping, fishing 
charters, bird watching 
charters

Scenic cruises, Commercial 
fishing, Shipping, fishing 
charters, bird watching 
charters

Commercial fishing,  Dive 
tourism, 

Commercial fishing,  Dive 
tourism, 

Indigenous Interests Not site specific Not site specific Not site specific Not site specific
Social Interests Aesthetic value, tuna 

fishing, boating, 
Aesthetic value, tuna 
fishing, boating, 

Aesthetic value, fishing, 
boating, diving

Aesthetic value, fishing, 
boating, diving

Scientific Interests Potential reference site, 
Deep water basin, shelf 
water communities, 
seabirds, seals

Potential reference site, 
Deep water basin, shelf 
water communities, 
seabirds, seals

Tesselated Pavements

Practicality/
Feasibility

Isolated, near National 
Park, manage through 
Fisheries Rules

Isolated, near National 
Park, manage through 
Fisheries Rules

Adjacent Tasman National 
Park, manage through 
Fisheries Rules

Adjacent Tasman National 
Park and Pirates Bay State 
Reserve, manage through 
Fisheries Rules

Vulnerability 
Assessment

Fishing Fishing Fishing Fishing, human visitation, 
boat ramp

Replication
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Characteristics of each priority identified area, against the identification and selection criteria, by 
biounit (continued)

                 Exposed Biounit

Priority Area 
Number

6 7 8 9

Area Name Waterfall Bay Fortescue Bay Hippolytes East Tasman 
Peninsula

Landmarks Waterfall Bay to northern 
Fortescue Bay

Fortescue Bay to Cape 
Hauy

Big Hippolyte Waterfall Bay to Tasman 
Island

Identification criteria

Ecological Importance

Ecological processes or 
systems

String kelp Macrocystis String kelp Macrocystis String kelp Macrocystis

Threatened species Red handfish, Waterfall 
Bay handfish, Loneys/
Ziebells handfish, whales

Seastar  Patiriella vivipara Great white shark Red handfish, Waterfall 
Bay handfish, Great white 
shark, NZ fur seal, whales

Diverse or abundant species Cavern, wall, seaweed, 
deep reef, shelf, pelagic, 
Rock lobster, Abalone, reef 
fishes, red algal species

Shallow seaweed, lobster, 
abalone, fish, red algal 
species

Wall, deep reef, shelf, 
pelagic

Cavern, wall, seaweed, deep 
reef, shelf, pelagic, Rock 
lobster, abalone, reef fishes, 
red algal species

Nursery; Feed/Breed/Rest 
migratory species

Whales Seal haul-out, Little 
Penguins

Shearwaters, seal colony, 
Little Penguins

Seal colony; shearwaters 
(Short tailed and Sooty) , 
Little penguins, Albatross 
and Petrels

Ecological Unit Cavern fauna Offshore island(s) from 
deep water

Cavern fauna, island, 
pinnacles

National/
International 
Significance

Register National Estate, 
Bonn

Register National Estate Register National Estate

Migratory bird agreements, 
Bonn

Register National Estate

Migratory bird agreements, 
ACAP, Bonn

Uniqueness Seacliffs, sea caves

high energy coastline

Seamount/offshore island Seacliffs, pinnacles, 
offshore islands, high 
energy coastline,

dolerite geomorphology
Productivity Fish, abalone, rock lobster Fish, abalone, rock lobster, 

seaweed
Fish, rock lobster Pelagic fish schools, rock 

lobster, abalone, reef fishes
Naturalness Fishing Fishing, catchment 

activities, human visitation, 
boat ramp

Fishing Fishing

Notes Tasman National Park Tasman National Park Tasman National Park Tasman National Park

Selection criteria

Economic Interests Commercial fishing, Dive 
tourism, 

Commercial fishing, Dive 
tourism, 

Commercial fishing, dive 
tourism, fishing charters, 
bird watching charters

Commercial fishing, Dive 
tourism, fishing charters, 
bird watching charters

Indigenous Interests Not site specific Not site specific Not site specific Not site specific

Social Interests Aesthetic value, fishing, 
boating, diving

Aesthetic value, fishing, 
boating, diving

Aesthetic value, fishing, 
boating, diving

Aesthetic value, fishing, 
boating, diving

Scientific Interests Potential reference site, 
handfish, diverse fauna

Potential reference site, 
Macrocystis

Potential reference site Potential reference site, 
Deep water basin, shelf 
water communities, 
seabirds, seals

Practicality/
Feasibility

Adjacent Tasman National 
Park, manage largely 
through Fisheries Rules

Adjacent Tasman National 
Park, manage largely 
through Fisheries Rules

Isolated, adjacent Tasman 
National Park, manage 
largely through Fisheries 
Rules

Adjacent Tasman National 
Park, manage largely 
through Fisheries Rules

Vulnerability 
Assessment

Fishing Fishing, catchment 
activities, human visitation, 
boat ramp

Fishing Fishing

Replication
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Characteristics of each priority identified area, against the identification and selection criteria, by 
biounit (continued) 

Exposed Biounit                                   Moderately exposed Biounit

Priority Area 
Number

12 18 20 21 22

Area Name The Friars Tinderbox Crayfish Point Opossum Betsey Island

Landmarks Cloudy Bay to Boreel 
Head

Tinderbox to 
Blackmans Bay

Crayfish Point Gellibrand Point to 
Johns Point

Iron Pot to Betsey 
Island

Identification 
criteria
Ecological 
Importance
Ecological processes or 
systems

Threatened species Great white shark Spotted handfish

Diverse or abundant 
species

Sessile invertebrates Rock lobster, sea 
dragons

Nursery; Feed/Breed/Rest 
migratory species

Shearwaters, seal 
colony

Shark refuge Shark refuge Shark refuge, 
shearwaters

Sea birds, whales, 
Little penguins, 
Albatross and petrels

Ecological Unit Islands Islands

National/
International 
Significance

Migratory bird 
agreements, Bonn

Migratory bird 
agreements

Migratory bird 
agreements, Bonn, 
ACAP

Uniqueness Blackmans Bay 
dolerite contact

Productivity Fish, abalone, rock 
lobster

Naturalness Fishing Fishing, human 
settlement,  
introduced species, 
marine farming, boat 
ramp

Fishing, human 
settlement, industry, 
introduced marine 
species

Fishing, human 
settlement, industry, 
introduced marine 
species, boat ramp

Fishing, human 
visitation, introduced 
species

Notes South Bruny 
National Park

Tinderbox Marine 
Nature Reserve

Crayfish Point 
(Taroona Waters)

Betsey Island Nature 
Reserve, Calverts 
Lagoon Conservation 
Area

Selection criteria

Economic Interests Scenic cruises, 
commercial fishing

Commercial fishing, 
shipping

Commercial fishing, 
shipping

Indigenous Interests Not site specific Not site specific Not site specific Not site specific Not site specific

Social Interests Aesthetic, boating Fishing, boating, 
diving

Diving Fishing, boating Fishing, boating, 
wreck graveyard

Scientific Interests Potential reference 
site

Current reference site Current reference site Handfish, seabirds Seabirds

Practicality/
Feasibility

Relatively isolated, 
South Bruny 
National Park, 
managed largely 
through Fisheries 
Rules

Extension to 
Tinderbox Marine 
Nature Reserve, 
educational dive trail

Current reference 
site, educational 
diving

Betsey Island Nature 
Reserve, Calverts 
Lagoon Conservation 
Area

Vulnerability 
Assessment

Fishing Fishing, human 
settlement,  
introduced species, 
marine farming, boat 
ramp

Fishing, human 
settlement,  outfall, 
introduced marine 
species

Fishing, human 
settlement, industry, 
introduced marine 
species, boat ramp

Fishing, human 
visitation, introduced 
species, manage 
largely through 
Fisheries Rules

Replication
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Characteristics of each priority identified area, against the identification and selection criteria, by 
biounit (continued) 

Moderately 
exposed Biounit

        Norfolk Biouit       Channel Biounit

Priority Area 
Number

16 25 26 28 30

Area Name Primrose/
Sloping 

South Norfolk 
Bay

Lime Bay Roberts Point Isthmus Bay

Landmarks Lobster Point, 
Sloping Island,  
Carlton Bluff, 
Primrose Point

Plunkett Point to 
Sympathy Point

Lime Bay Roberts Point Chuckle Head to 
Simpsons Bay

Identification 
criteria
Ecological 
Importance
Ecological processes or 
systems
Threatened species Spotted handfish, 

Red handfish 
Seastar Smilasterias 
tasmaniae

Spotted handfish
Diverse or abundant 
species

Black cowrie 
community

Nursery; Feed/Breed/Rest 
migratory species

Handfish, 

shearwaters; Little 
penguins; shark 
refuge

Shark refuge Shark refuge Shark refuge Shark refuge, 
shorebirds,

shearwaters

Ecological Unit Island Island Black cowrie 
community

National/
International 
Significance

Register National 
Estate, Migratory bird 
agreements

Register National 
Estate

Register National 
Estate

Register National 
Estate, Migratory bird 
agreements

Uniqueness Frederick Henry Bay 
Beach alignment

Black cowrie 
community

Neck tombolo and 
dunefield

Productivity Seagrass, Caulerpa Seagrass, Caulerpa Shallow sediments 
(microalgae)

Naturalness Fishing, human 
settlement, human 
visitation, introduced 
species, boat ramp

Fishing, marine 
farming, boat ramp

Fishing, human 
visitation

Introduced species, 
fishing, marine 
farming,

Introduced species, 
fishing, marine 
farming,

Notes Lime Bay State 
Reserve

Lime Bay State 
Reserve, Coal Mines 
Historic Site

Bruny Island Neck 
Game Reserve

Selection criteria

Economic Interests Commercial scalefish Commercial scalefish Commercial 
scalefish, marine 
farming

Shipping, ferry Marine farming

Indigenous Interests Saltwater River 
access

Saltwater River 
access

Saltwater River 
access

Not site specific Not site specific

Social Interests Fishing, boating, 
diving

Fishing, boating Fishing, boating Fishing, boating Fishing, boating

Scientific Interests Handfish species, 
seabirds

Vegetated areas Vegetated areas Black cowrie 
community

Migratory birds

Practicality/
Feasibility

Accessible from 
southern beaches, 
human settlement, 
adjacent to Lime Bay 
State Reserve

Adjacent to Lime 
Bay State Reserve, 
Coal Mines Historic 
Site

Includes Bruny Island 
Neck Game Reserve

Vulnerability 
Assessment

Fishing, human 
settlement, human 
visitation, introduced 
species, boat ramp

Fishing, marine 
farming, boat ramp

Fishing, human 
visitation

Introduced species, 
fishing, marine 
farming,

Introduced species, 
fishing, marine 
farming,

Replication
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Characteristics of each priority identified area, against the identification and selection criteria, by 
biounit (continued) 

                                                 Channel Biounit Huon Biounit

Priority Area 
Number

31 32 33 34 35

Area Name Simpsons Point Central Channel Little Taylors 
Bay

Ninepin Upper Huon

Landmarks Simpsons Point, 
eastern and western 
sides

Central Channel 
from Middleton to 
Lower Esperance

Little Taylors Bay to 
Satellite Island

Ninepin Point, Arch 
Rock, Butts Reef

Huonville to Egg 
Islands

Identification 
criteria

Ecological 
Importance

Ecological processes or 
systems

Sessile invertebrates Sediment/current 
communities

Nutrient cycling for 
Huon estuary

Threatened species Seastar Smilasterias 
tasmaniae

Seastars Smilasterias 
tasmaniae and 
Patiriella vivipara, 
Gunns screw shell, 
Spotted handfish

Seastars Smilasterias 
tasmaniae and 
Patiriella vivipara, 
Gunns screw shell, 
Spotted handfish

Grayling

Diverse or abundant 
species

Sea whips, 
scallops, sediment 
communities

Scallops, sediment 
communities, 
seaweed diversity

Scallops, sediment 
communities, 
seaweed diversity

Seaweed diversity, 
fish diversity and 
abundance, sessile 
invertebrates, Little  
penguins

Nursery; Feed/Breed/Rest 
migratory species

Shark refuge Shark refuge Shark refuge Shark refuge Shark refuge, 
whitebait, grayling

Ecological Unit Sea whip community Islands Islands Islands Wetland system

National/
International 
Significance

Register National 
Estate

Uniqueness Sea whip community Tidal delta

Productivity Scallops, seagrasses Shallow sediments 
(microalgae)

Naturalness Marine farming, 
fishing, introduced 
species

Marine farming, 
fishing, introduced 
species, boat ramp

Marine farming, 
fishing, introduced 
species, boat ramp

Marine farming, 
fishing, introduced 
species, boat ramp

Catchment activities, 
boat ramp

Notes Ninepin Point 
Marine Nature 
Reserve

Ninepin Point 
Marine Nature 
Reserve

Egg Islands 
Conservation Area

Selection criteria

Economic Interests Marine farming, 
shipping

Marine farming, 
shipping

Marine farming Diving

Indigenous Interests Not site specific Not site specific Not site specific Not site specific Not site specific

Social Interests Fishing, boating, 
diving

Fishing, scallops, 
boating,

Fishing, scallops, 
boating

Diving, fishing Aesthetics, fishing, 
boating

Scientific Interests Invertebrates, seastars Invertebrates, 
seaweeds, seastars, 
potential handfish

Seastars, potential 
handfish

Current reference 
site, seaweeds, 
invertebrates

Potential reference 
site for estuary type, 
geomorphology

Practicality/
Feasibility

Marine farms, Marine farms, 
adjacent Ninepin 
Point MNR

Marine farms,  
adjacent central 
Channel

Ninepin Point 
Marine Nature 
Reserve

Egg Islands 
Conservation Area, 
catchment in one 
council

Vulnerability 
Assessment

Marine farming, 
fishing, introduced 
species

Marine farming, 
fishing, introduced 
species, boat ramp

Marine farming, 
fishing, introduced 
species, boat ramp

Marine farming, 
fishing, introduced 
species, boat ramp

Catchment activities, 
boat ramp

Replication
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Characteristics of each priority identified area, against the identification and selection criteria, by 
biounit (continued) 

                                                  Derwent Biounit                                      Open Estuaries 
                                      Biounit

Priority Area 
Number

36 38 40 41

Area Name Upper Derwent Clarence Ralphs Bay South 
Arm

Port Cygnet

Landmarks New Norfolk to Dogshear 
Point

Kangaroo Bluff to Droughty 
Point

South Arm flats Cygnet to Crooked Tree 
Point

Identification 
criteria

Ecological 
Importance

Ecological processes or 
systems

Nutrient cycling for 
Derwent estuary

Threatened species Grayling Spotted handfish Eastern Curlew

Diverse or abundant 
species

Whitebait

Nursery; Feed/Breed/Rest 
migratory species

Wetland birds, whitebait, 
grayling, shark refuge

Shark refuge, Spotted 
handfish

Shorebirds, shark refuge Shark refuge

Ecological Unit Wetland system

National/
International 
Significance

Wetland Directory Linkage to Ramsar (Pitt 
Water), Register National 
Estate, Migratory bird 
agreements

Register of the National 
Estate

Uniqueness Estuarine delta and 
floodplain

Ralphs Bay Tidal Flat

Productivity Macrophyte (Ruppia) Shallow sediments 
(microalgae)

Naturalness Industry, regulated flows, 
human settlement, 
agriculture, introduced 
species, fishing, boat ramp

Heavy metals, human 
settlement, introduced 
marine species, fishing, port

Human settlement, 
introduced species

Catchment activities, 
human settlement, fishing, 
boat ramp

Notes (River) Derwent 
Conservation Area

South Arm Conservation 
Area

Port Cygnet Conservation 
Area

Selection criteria

Economic Interests Pulp and paper mill, 
Upstream hydro power 
generation

Human settlement, outfalls, 
shipping

Human settlement

Indigenous Interests Not site specific Not site specific Not site specific Not site specific

Social Interests Fishing, boating, bird 
watching

Fishing, boating, aesthetic Bird-watching, fishing Fishing, boating

Scientific Interests Wetland, geomorphology Handfish, potential 
reference site for Derwent 
Estuary

Migratory birds, 
Geomorphology

Potential reference site for 
Open estuaries

Practicality/
Feasibility

(River) Derwent 
Conservation Area,

Derwent Estuary Program 

Adjacent land in one 
council, Derwent Estuary 
Program

South Arm Conservation 
Area, adjacent land in one 
council, Derwent Estuary 
Program

Port Cygnet Conservation 
Area, catchment in one 
council

Vulnerability 
Assessment

Industry, regulated flows, 
human settlement, 
agriculture, introduced 
species, fishing, boat ramp

Heavy metals, human 
settlement, introduced 
marine species, fishing, port

Human settlement, 
introduced species

Catchment activities, 
human settlement, fishing, 
boat ramp

Replication
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Characteristics of each priority identified area, against the identification and selection criteria, by 
biounit (continued) 

                                               Marine Inlets and Bays Biounit

Priority Area 
Number

42 43 44 45

Area Name Blackman Bay Pitt Water Pipe Clay Lagoon Cloudy Bay Lagoon

Landmarks Blackman Bay
Pitt Water and Orielton 
Lagoon

Pipe Clay Lagoon Cloudy Bay Lagoon

Identification 
criteria

Ecological 
Importance

Ecological processes or 
systems

Inlet system Inlet system Inlet system Inlet system

Threatened species Seaweed Cystoseira trinodis Seastar Patiriella vivpara

Eastern Curlew

Seastar Patiriella vivpara

Diverse or abundant 
species

Seaweed diversity

Nursery; Feed/Breed/Rest 
migratory species

Shark refuge, shorebirds Shark refuge, shorebirds Shark refuge, shorebirds

Ecological Unit Inlet system Inlet system Inlet system Inlet system

National/
International 
Significance

Linkage to Ramsar site  
(Pitt Water), Migratory 
bird agreements 

Ramsar site, Register 
National Estate, 

Migratory bird agreements

Linkage to Ramsar site (Pitt 
Water);

Migratory bird agreements 
Uniqueness Extralimital fish species,

Blackman Bay Coastal 
Landforms

Seven Mile Beach Spit

Productivity Seagrass, shallow sediments 
(microalgae)

Seagrass, shallow sediments 
(microalgae)

Shallow sediments 
(microalgae)

Seagrass, shallow sediments 
(microalgae)

Naturalness Marine farming, catchment 
activities, human visitation, 
fishing, introduced species, 
boat ramp

Human settlement, 
catchment activities marine 
farming, fishing, regulated 
flows, reclamation, 
introduced species, boat 
ramp

Human settlement, marine 
farming, human visitation, 
introduced species, fishing, 
boat ramp

Marine farming, fishing, 
most natural estuary in 
bioregion

Notes Pitt Water Nature Reserve, 
Seven Mile Beach 
Protected Area

Cape Deslacs Nature 
Reserve

South Bruny National Park

Selection criteria

Economic Interests Marine farms, commercial 
scalefish, Dunalley Canal

Marine farms, ocean 
outfalls, human settlement

Marine farms,  human 
settlement

Marine farms

Indigenous Interests Not site specific Not site specific Not site specific Not site specific

Social Interests Fishing, boating, bird 
watching

Fishing, boating, bird 
watching

Fishing, boating, bird 
watching

Fishing

Scientific Interests Migratory birds, seaweed, 
geomorphology

Ramsar site, migratory 
birds, seastars

Migratory birds Potential reference site 
for Marine Inlet and Bay 
estuaries

Practicality/
Feasibility

Catchment in two councils Ramsar site, Pitt Water 
Nature Reserve, Seven 
Mile Beach Protected Area, 
estuary within two councils

Adjacent to Cape Deslacs 
Nature Reserve, catchment 
in one council,

Relatively isolated, 
adjacent to National Park, 
catchment in one council

Vulnerability 
Assessment

Marine farming, catchment 
activities, human visitation, 
fishing, introduced species, 
boat ramp

Human settlement, 
catchment activities marine 
farming, fishing, regulated 
flows, reclamation, 
introduced species,  boat 
ramp

Human settlement, marine 
farming, human visitation, 
introduced species, fishing, 
boat ramp

Marine farming, fishing, 
most natural estuary in 
bioregion

Replication




