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FOREWORD

In 1990 the Legislative Council Select Committee on Public Land Usage
reported on the confusing range of Tasmanian Crown land categories, the
absence of definitions and management objectives in the legislation and
many examples of duplication. The Select Committee recommended that
the current land use classification system be revised.

The Select Committee also recommended that a land allocation authority
(now established as the Public Land Use Commission), as a matter of
priority, undertake a revision of public land categories and develop clear
definitions and appropriate management objectives to facilitate the
balanced use of the public land estate.

On 24 May 1994 the Tasmanian Government referred the matters
identified by the Select Committee to the newly established Public Land
Use Commission, requiring the Commission to develop a clearer and
simpler system of Crown land classification. The Commission conducted
an inquiry process which involved detailed research of the issues,
collection and dissemination of information and three stages of public and
agency consultation.

The independent inquiry process confirmed the Select Committee's
conclusions, namely, that there is a need for a simplified classification
system, covering the full spectrum of land uses, and that this system
should be set out in consolidated legislation, should include specified
management objectives, planning processes and have a strong emphasis
on public participation.

After widespread public discussion on the Inquiry draft recommendations,
the Commission prepared final recommendations which, herewith, are
submitted to the Government in accord with the Inquiry Terms of
Reference.
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SUMMARY

The Inquiry
clearer and

Terms of Reference required the Commission to develop
simpler system of Crown land classification for Tasmania.

The Inquiry extended from 20 May 1994 to
hundred and seventy-three public submissions
three stages of inquiry public consultation.

15 November 1995. One
were received over the

Inquiry draft recommendations were exhibited on 14 August 1995 and
attracted 126 submissions. Comments from agencies, industry, local
government, community groups and private citizens expressed general
and/ or qualified support for the draft recommendations. After analysing
and considering all submissions, the Commission prepared final Inquiry
recommendations.

The final recommendations are summarised:

Recommendation 1 proposes a Tasmanian Protected Lands Classification
System which would replace the large number of existing classifications
with 13 categories (see page 14).

Recommendation 2 details the purpose of each category (seepage 14).

Recommendation 3 proposes a wilderness assessment process as part of
the review of the World Heritage Area Management Plan (see page 17).

Recommendation 4 proposes revocation of Conservation Area status
where there are dual Conservation Area/State Forest proclamations (see
page 23).

Recommendation 5 proposes revocation of Protected Area status where
there is a dual Conservation Area/Protected Area proclamation on the
Central Plateau (see page 24).

Recommendation 6 proposes category management objectives (see page
25).

Recommendation 7 proposes that protected lands be managed as part of
Tasmania's Resource Management and Planning System (see page 27).

Recommendation 8 proposes that, in the event of any inconsistency
between the objectives of the Resource Management and Planning System
and category management objectives, the category objectives will prevail
(see page 27).

Recommendation 9 proposes that it be a statutory obligation to manage
protected land according to its management objectives (see page 28).
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Recommendation 10 addresses reserves that were never legally constituted

(see page 30).

Recommendation 11 proposes that the availability of information about
local government tenures applying to Crown reserves be improved (see

page 30).

Recommendation 12 proposes a classification/disposal assessment of
Public Reserves (see page 31).

Recommendation 13 proposes a systematic review of the classification of
Conservation Areas that are traditional hunting areas, are coastal or
offshore islands, or contain important wetlands (see page 31).

Recommendation 14 proposes that specified planning issues be taken into
account when disposing of Public Reserves (see page 32).

Recommendation 15 proposes a single management plan for all
Conservation Areas in the coastal zone (see page 34).

Recommendation 16 proposes that planning and management of
protected lands be subject to the same community oversight and remedy
measures as local government planning schemes (see page 35).

Recommendation 17 proposes the establishment of community based
management bodies for reserves of local interest (see page 36).

Recommendation 18 proposes resolution of the complex of tenures within
Wellington Park and provision of management objectives for the park

(see page 38).

Recommendation 19 proposes the enactment of a Protected Lands
Management Act which consolidates the land management functions of
the Crown Lands Act, National Parks and Wildlife Act and section 20
(Forest Reserves) of the Forestry Act (see page 42).

Recommendation 20 proposes that the Protected Lands Management Act
be general in its application rather than apply to one agency of
government (see page 42).

Recommendation 21 proposes assessment of those Deferred Forest Lands
that remain unassessed after the Regional Forest Agreement process (see
page 43).

Recommendation 22 proposes that the scope of prospecting and mining
rights be set out in the Protected Lands Management Act (see page 44).
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Recommendation 23 proposes the developmen
land management policy (see page 45).

Recommendation 24 proposes that a series of references be given for
certain unallocated Crown land (see page 46).

Recommendation 25 proposes the allocation of Crown lands to categories
in the Tasmanian Protected Lands Classification System (see page 61).
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