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MICHAEL BRETT
BARRISTER AT LAW

31 October 2006

Mr Julian Green

Chainman,

Resource Planning & Development Commission
PO Box 2036

HOBART TAS 7000

Dear Sir

Re: THE PULP MILL

1= Ploor, 27 Patesson Steeet
P.O. Box 963

Taunceston 7250
‘Telephone: (03) 6333 0144
Vacsimie:  (03) 6333 0387
DX 70196 Launccston
E-mail:

mbrett@bigpond.net.a

I have been instructed by my client to request that, by use of its powers pursuant to
section 14, RPDC Act, the Commission require the Tasmanian Government to produce a

report relating to the stability of Tasmania’s Heavy Truck Fleet.

I enclose article from the Mercury Newspaper referring to that report.

I am instructed that the report is relevant to the Commission’s assessment of the proposal.
It relates in particular to the social and economic impact of the proposal, particularly
having regard to the potential increase in log truck traffic on Tasmania’s roads

consequent upon the proposal,

Yours faithfully

MICHAEL BRETT
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Truck ﬂeet
danger
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A REPORT the Government
has 80 far vefused to release
hos alammad the safety of
Tasmanda's heavy truck fost.
The Stete Government has
tedly 2814 the report was
finalised, but the maln
findings waro shown at & U
conference in June
nstability of log, woodchip
and atock Tucks Were a majnr
mm in Tusmania's heavy
vehicle crashes, tha prasent
atlon confirmed,
Among points detailed at a
Pennsylvania  truck-waights
symposium in June were;

Report
confirms
rollovers

@®Log. woodchip and etoek
ucks roliad at and up o four
times the rate of othar trucks
because of inatabdlity.

® 10 per oent of crashes i
volved 8 vahicle defect.

@ Tuymanls has ignored ne
tional malntenance standarde,

@ Tasmenia must ibareass
rollover stability of poarer-
heavy vehloles.

Four people have disd in
Tasmanien logtruck erashea
in under & yea,

“My onmsidsred opinion i3
that a third of Tasmania's
tuck fiset would fall the na-
tional standard of SRT {stakic
rollover threshold, a meastre
of stabllity],” Greena trangport
spokezman Kim Booth sald

“Everyone Ui Pennaylvania

lowows about Temnanis’s W

stable wucks butl Infrastrue.
ture Ministar Jim Cox appears
to be in dental " Mr Booth said,

“1 doubt any of Tasmania's

log trucks would pasy the
[national standad] BRT,
which maens the Govarnment
ls playing Russizn roulette
with the lives of the drivers
and the publle”

Soma of tha data had been
released after earlier surveyy
by tha author, but Infrastrue.
ture Minsster Jim Cox sald the
Govomment<ommisaioned
Haavy Truck Sabty repoct, by
Tranéport E“E‘nmna Re
search New Zealand consul
tast John de Pont, waa na[

“I &m dvised that, at the
toe of the Pennsylvania con-
forence, TERNZ wes atill ans
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lysing the data collected by
trazapurt inspactars,” Mr Cox

"I'm yet to recaive & final
repart IT release the repmt
when I've consldered that"”

The US conference sum-
mary refrs o completed sia

bility test

It backs yoazs of Mr
Booth's comments abowt truck
instability,

*If ] couldn’t talk about log
tmclu areshing whenever
mebody had been huxt, !
wouldnt be abla to talk about
1t at all because they're ralling
oVerT on & regular basls,” Mr
Booth eaid.




