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Execulive Commiiss oner
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HOBART, TAS 700!.

Fax {03) 6233 5400
I3ell Bay Pulp Mill re Road Safety anc: Transport Issues

Robe ts Coaches oper:tes a passenger bus servic 2 in the Huon Valley. We
transport children to their schools within the Valley and in Hobart each school
day and thus have 3 major responsibility of the safi: carriage of the region’s
youth over hundreds of thousands of kilometers ea :h year.

Road safety ciepends upon the skills and experient es o” our drivers, the
quality f our roads, driving conditions and other road users. A major road
use ir the Huon Vailley is transporting logs to the mr ajor Hobart sawmills or
beyond to the wood chip export mill at Triabunna.

As wih the rest of the raad system these are not tF 2 on v heavy vehicles on
the rcad, but due { sir pen loads and exposed whaels and trailer the most
visible part of fores! industry. As the Commission vvill biz aware from having
its off ces in Macquarie Street, Hobart, the trucks fr ym the southern forest
conce:nirate on the Hucn Highway, journey up the touthern outlet, through
Hoba't and then north 15 the mills.

As a ichool bus company we do not have a proble n with log trucks. We find
that the majority of drivers are well trained and cou teousi to other road users.
Most rucks prominznth- display a driver's complair is hct line for the public to
use. Wa find that the Ic g truck drivers are vigilant 1 ear our busses on the Iook
out far departing passe 1gers and willing to let our t usses into the traffic flow.

On occasion we have teen able to talk to the drive 's, or processing company
_toresolve locul isst.es ur to avoid future situations. The “imber company is

keen o confirm the bus routes and the times of the bus runs to ensure
clashizs are minimized.

From reading the Irtegrated Impact Statement, the road transport task along
the cc mpany’s schiwol bus routes are unlikely to chiinge perhaps decrease in
the lo g term basec! upon the preferred option outlived In Volume 15



Appenlix 43. Evenor the East Tamar Highway a- the Mill's access point the
traffii; flow will be withiy acceptable limits and will 1 ot have significant impact.
This zanclusion by the expert consultants is basec upo- today's vehicle
technolngy and curren road infrastructure. Based upoit the improvement: to
roads, trailers and truc<s in the last fifty years, it ci.n be anticipated that road
safety will continue to improve. (Compare the Mid ands: highway in 1956 to
2006)

The transport appendiy: is a good snapshot of toda/'s transport task, and
providas a lot of detail ‘or future investment in the * -anszort system. Such a
detai ad analysis oi the tasking may also lead to th rail aperator committing
to the: transport of this Hulk freight, further reducing heavy vehicle traffic on the
road system.

With “h# constancy of v/ork generated by 60% of tf e puls wood being

proce ssed domaestizally there is more certainty tha vehicles will be thoroughly
and safely maintalred. As a bus operator responsi.le fcr the safety of
passengers, it is fully a tknowledged that trained, q 1alifizd and experiencerl
driveis of heavy veicle s are professional "safety” vvorkers.

The rulp mill will be: value adding a resource to cre ite jobs here in Tasmariia,
the teixes generatexd by the mill will in turn fund roai! imgrovements to benefit
all rozid users. The income to transport contractors genzrated by the mill will
ensure fleets are regule rly maintained and upgraded.

The mili will add certainty to Tasmanian road users and operators and the |IS

chapt:2r on transport cay be used as a basis for future disicussion by industry
stakeholders on the future direction of the State’s fr2ight transport service,

Sincere'y yous,

Harry Ruberts
Rober:s Coachers



